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  Submitted By 
      The City Manager 



 

 

TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
   Troy, Michigan 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Background Information and Reports 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
This booklet provides a summary of the many reports, communications and 
recommendations that accompany your Agenda.  Also included are suggested or 
requested resolutions and/or ordinances for your consideration and possible 
amendment and adoption. 
 
Supporting materials transmitted with this Agenda have been prepared by 
department directors and staff members.  I am indebted to them for their efforts 
to provide insight and professional advice for your consideration. 
 
Identified below are goals for the City, which have been advanced by the 
governing body; and Agenda items submitted for your consideration are on 
course with these goals. 

 
Goals 

 
1. Minimize cost and increase efficiency of City government. 
2. Retain and attract investment while encouraging redevelopment. 
3. Effectively and professionally communicate internally and externally. 
4. Creatively maintain and improve public infrastructure. 
5. Protect life and property. 
 
As always, we are happy to provide such added information as your 
deliberations may require. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Szerlag, City Manager 



NOTICE:  People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact 
the City Clerk at (248) 524-3317 or via e-mail at clerk@ci.troy.mi.us at least two working days in advance of the 
meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 

      

 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
  AGENDA 

January 12, 2004 – 7:30 PM 
Council Chambers  

City Hall - 500 West Big Beaver 
Troy, Michigan 48084 

(248) 524-3317 

CALL TO ORDER 1 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Pastor T.J. Klapperich – First Baptist 
Church 1 

ROLL CALL 1 

PRESENTATIONS: No presentations scheduled. 1 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: No public hearings scheduled. 1 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 1 

A. Items on the Current Agenda 1 

B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 1 

CONSENT AGENDA 2 

E-1 Approval of Consent Agenda 2 

E-2  Minutes: Regular Meeting of January 5, 2004 and Study Session of January 7, 
2004 2 

E-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations: No proclamations proposed. 2 

E-4 Corrected Resolution: Civic Center Land Sales Ballot Proposal from Regular City 
Council Meeting Held on Monday, December 15, 2003 2 



E-5 Corrected Resolution: Revised Final Site Condominium Approval – Shady Creek 
South Site Condominium, North of Long Lake Road and West of Rochester Road 
– Section 10 – R-1B Regular City Council Meeting Held on Monday, January 5, 
2004 3 

E-6 Private Agreement for Plumbing Industry Training Center – Project No. 03.924.3 3 

E-7 Request for Recognition as a Nonprofit Organization Status from the Polish 
American Numismatic Society, American Polish Cultural Center, for the Purpose 
of Obtaining a Charitable Gaming License 3 

E-8 Mon Jin Lau Fireworks Request 4 

E-9 Troy v. Obertynski 4 

E-10 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidders – Fertilizer and Weed 
Control Application Services 4 

E-11 Maple Road Widening Condemnation Cases 4 

E-12 Standard Purchasing Resolution 10 – Travel Authorization and Approval to 
Expend Funds for Troy City Council Members’ Travel Expenses – 2004 MML 
Legislative Conference 5 

REGULAR BUSINESS 5 

F-1 Appointments to Boards and Committees: (a) Mayoral Appointments: (b) City 
Council Appointments: 5 

F-2 Closed Session – None Requested 11 

F-3 Approval of Contract with MDOT for Phase I of the Travel Demand Management 
(TDM) Program – Project No. 02.105.5 11 

F-4 Appointment of Historic District Study Committee 11 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 12 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: No items advanced. 12 



COUNCIL REFERRALS 12 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 12 

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 12 

(a) Youth Council/Final – November 12, 2003......................................................... 12 
(b) Library Board /Final – November 13, 2003......................................................... 12 
(c) Civic Center Priority Task Force – December 10, 2003 ..................................... 12 
(d) Library Board/Draft - December 11, 2003 .......................................................... 12 

G-2 Department Reports: 12 

(a) Permits Issued July Through December 2003 ................................................... 12 
(b) Permits Issued During the Month of December.................................................. 12 
(c) Permits Issued During the Year 2003................................................................. 12 

G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 12 

(a) Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1839 E. Wattles Road – 
Scheduled for January 26, 2004 ........................................................................ 12 

G-4 Green Memorandums: 12 

(a) Community Center Recreation Pass Fees ......................................................... 12 

G-5 Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: 12 

G-6  Calendar 12 

G-7  Letters of Appreciation: 12 

(a) Letter from Keith Kleckner – Acting Director, Cranbrook Institute of Science 
and John P. McCulloch – Oakland County Drain Commissioner, to Jennifer 
Lawson Thanking Her for Volunteering at the 2003 Rouge River Water 
Festival at Cranbrook Institute of Science .......................................................... 12 

G-8  Memorandum, Re: Sauger v. Troy, Et Al 12 

G-9  Memorandum, Re: Joint Committee 12 

PUBLIC COMMENT 13 

STUDY ITEMS 13 

H-1 Development of Mission Statement Governing Cultural Displays on City Property 
that Represent Positive Community Values 13 
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Pastor T.J. Klapperich – First Baptist 
Church 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Matt Pryor 
Robin Beltramini 
Cristina Broomfield 
David Eisenbacher 
Martin F. Howrylak 
David A. Lambert  
Jeanne M. Stine 
 

PRESENTATIONS: No presentations scheduled. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: No public hearings scheduled. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

A. Items on the Current Agenda 
 
Any person not a member of the Council may address the Council with recognition of 
the Chair, after clearly stating the nature of his/her inquiry.  No person not a member of 
the Council shall be allowed to speak more than twice or longer than five (5) minutes on 
any question, unless so permitted by the Chair. The Council may waive the requirements 
of this section by a majority of the Council Members. Consistent with Order of Business 
#11, the City Council will move forward the specific Business Items which audience 
members would like to address. The Mayor shall announce the items which are to be 
moved forward and will ask the audience if there are any additional items which they 
would like to address. All Business Items that members of the audience would like to 
address will be brought forth and acted upon at this time. Items will be taken individually 
and members of the audience will address council prior to council discussion of the 
individual item. 

B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 
 
After Council is finished acting on all Business Items that have been brought forward, 
the public is welcome to address the Mayor and Council on items that are specifically 
not on the agenda. (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 15 as amended 
September 22, 2003) 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 
The Consent Agenda includes items of a routine nature and will be approved with one 
motion.  That motion will approve the recommended action for each item on the Consent 
Agenda.  Any Council Member may remove an item from the Consent Agenda and have 
it considered as a separate item.  Any item so removed from the Consent Agenda shall 
be considered after other items on the consent business portion of the agenda have 
been heard. (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 13, as amended September 
22, 2003) 

E-1 Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That all items as presented on the Consent Agenda are hereby APPROVED as 
presented with the exception of Item(s) _____________, which shall be considered after 
Consent Agenda (E) items, as printed. 
 
Yes: 
No: 

E-2  Minutes: Regular Meeting of January 5, 2004 and Study Session of January 7, 2004 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01-  
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of the 7:30 PM Regular Meeting of January 5, 2004 and the 
Minutes of the 8:00 PM Study Session Meeting of January 7, 2004, be APPROVED as 
submitted. 

E-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations: No proclamations proposed. 

E-4 Corrected Resolution: Civic Center Land Sales Ballot Proposal from Regular City 
Council Meeting Held on Monday, December 15, 2003 

 
NOTE: The below corrected Resolution #2003-12-630 from the Regular City Council Meeting 
held on Monday, December 15, 2003 has been resubmitted for Council approval noting that 
“proposed Charter amendment” has been STRICKEN and “Ballot proposition” has been 
INSERTED. 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
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RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES as to form the following proposed Charter 
amendment  Ballot proposition for the April 5th 2004 election: 
 

Shall the City of Troy, Michigan, be authorized to convey seven acres of the Troy Civic 
Center site for the development of conference/hotel facilities?  

E-5 Corrected Resolution: Revised Final Site Condominium Approval – Shady Creek 
South Site Condominium, North of Long Lake Road and West of Rochester Road – 
Section 10 – R-1B Regular City Council Meeting Held on Monday, January 5, 2004 

 
NOTE: The below corrected Resolution #2004-01-006-E-07 from the Regular City Council 
Meeting held on Monday, January 5, 2004 has been resubmitted for Council approval noting 
that “56” has been STRICKEN and “5” has been INSERTED. 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Revised Final Site Plan, as submitted under Section 34.30.00 of the 
Zoning Ordinance (Unplatted One-Family Residential Development) for the development of a 
One-Family Residential Site Condominium known as Shady Creek South Site Condominium as 
recommended for approval by City Management, located north of Long Lake Road and west of 
Rochester Road, Section 10, including 56 5 home sites, within the R-1B Zoning District, being 
3.02 acres in size, is hereby APPROVED.  

E-6 Private Agreement for Plumbing Industry Training Center – Project No. 03.924.3 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Contract for the Installation of Municipal Improvements (Private 
Agreement) between the City of Troy and Metropolitan Detroit Plumbing Industry Training Trust 
Fund is hereby APPROVED for the installation of watermain, storm sewer, and paving on the 
site and in the adjacent right-of-way, and the Mayor and City Clerk are AUTHORIZED TO 
EXECUTE the documents, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this 
meeting. 

E-7 Request for Recognition as a Nonprofit Organization Status from the Polish 
American Numismatic Society, American Polish Cultural Center, for the Purpose 
of Obtaining a Charitable Gaming License 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the request from the Polish American Numismatic Society, American Polish 
Cultural Center, Troy, Michigan, County of Oakland, asking that they be recognized as a 
nonprofit organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining a charitable 
gaming license be APPROVED as recommended by City Management. 
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E-8 Mon Jin Lau Fireworks Request 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Troy does hereby WAIVE the following City 
Ordinances: Chapter 98 – 98.05.16 Fireworks; and Chapter 93, 3301.1.3 Fireworks, for the 
purpose of celebrating Chinese New Year at the Mon Jin Lau Restaurant, located at 1515 East 
Maple Road, on Monday, January 26, 2004. 

E-9 Troy v. Obertynski 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the City of Troy City Council APPROVES the proposed Consent Judgment 
in the City of Troy v. Obertynski condemnation case and AUTHORIZES payment in the amount 
stated herein; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City of Troy City Council AUTHORIZES the City 
Attorney’s office to EXECUTE the Consent Judgment which shall be ATTACHED to the original 
Minutes of this meeting. 

E-10 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidders – Fertilizer and Weed 
Control Application Services 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That contracts to provide three-year requirements of fertilizer and weed control 
application services are hereby AWARDED to the low bidders, Davey Tree Expert Company for 
year 2004 at an estimated cost of $69,709.00 and United Lawnscape, Inc. for years 2005 and 
2006 at an estimated total cost of $143,746.00, at unit prices in the bid tabulation opened 
December 9, 2003, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the awards are CONTINGENT upon contractors’ 
submission of properly executed bid documents, including bonds, Insurance certificates, and all 
other specified requirements. 

E-11 Maple Road Widening Condemnation Cases 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Consent Judgment in the matter of City of Troy and City of Birmingham 
v. 2100 East Maple Road, L.L.C., et al is hereby APPROVED by the City of Troy and the City 
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Attorney is AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE the document on behalf of the City of Troy a copY of 
which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

E-12 Standard Purchasing Resolution 10 – Travel Authorization and Approval to 
Expend Funds for Troy City Council Members’ Travel Expenses – 2004 MML 
Legislative Conference 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Mayor and City Council Members are AUTHORIZED to attend the 2004 
MML Legislative Conference at the Lansing Center on March 24, 2004 in accordance with 
accounting procedures of the City of Troy. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

Persons interested in addressing the City Council on items, which appear on the printed 
Agenda, will be allowed to do so at the time the item is discussed upon recognition by 
the Chair (during the public comment portion of the agenda item’s discussion). Other 
than asking questions for the purposes of gaining insight or clarification, Council shall 
not interrupt members of the public during their comments. For those addressing City 
Council, petitioners shall be given a fifteen (15) minute presentation time that may be 
extended with the majority consent of Council and all other interested people, their time 
may be limited to not more than twice nor longer than five (5) minutes on any question, 
unless so permitted by the Chair, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City 
Council, Article 15, as amended September 22, 2003. Once discussion is brought back to 
the Council table, persons from the audience will be permitted to speak only by 
invitation by Council, through the Chair. 

F-1 Appointments to Boards and Committees: (a) Mayoral Appointments: (b) City 
Council Appointments:  

 
The appointment of new members to all of the listed board and committee vacancies will 
require only one motion and vote by City Council.  Council members submit recommendations 
for appointment. When the number of submitted names exceed the number of positions to be 
filled, a separate motion and roll call vote will be required (current process of appointing).  Any 
board or commission with remaining vacancies will automatically be carried over to the next 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda.  
 
The following boards and committees have expiring terms and/or vacancies. Bold red lines 
indicate the number of appointments required: 
 
(a) Mayoral Appointments 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by 
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Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR with 
COUNCIL APPROVAL to serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Economic Development Corporation 
Mayor, Council Approval (9) – 6 years 
 
Stuart F Redpath - Does not seek reappointment Term expires 04-30-2009 
 
 Term expires 04-30-2009 
 
 Term expires 04-30-2009 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Bluhm, Kenneth 04/30/06 
Gigliotti, Robert S 04/30/08 
Licari, Leger (Nino) 04/30/04 
Parker, Michael 04/30/07 
Redpath, Stuart F 04/30/03 
Rocchio, James A.  04/30/03 
Salgat, Charles 04/30/04 
Sharp, John 04/30/03 
Smith, Douglas 04/30/05 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL
Almassian, Carolyn 04/22/02-04/2004 05/06/02 
Baughman, Deborah L 06/18/01-05/2003 07/09/01 
Chang, Jouky 10/02/01-10/2003 10/15/01 
Chhaya, Dhimant 09/26/02 10/07/02 
Hall, Patrick C 01/26/01-06/12/01-05/2003 02/05/01-07/09/01 
Hoef, Paul V 09/12/01-08/14/02-08/2004 09/17/01 
Freliga, Victor P 11/25/02-11/2004 12/02/02 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2003 04/28/03 
Shah, Jayshree 08/28/01 09/17/01 
Silver, Neil S 08/11/00-06/20/01-05/2003 08/21/00-07/09/01 
Victor, Robert 06/03/03-05/2005 06/16/03 
 
Planning Commission 
Mayor, Council Approval (9) – 3 years 
 
Walter Storrs - Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2006 
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CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Gary G. Chamberlain 12/31/05 
Lynn Drake-Batts 12/31/06 
Larry Littman 12/31/04 
Amalfi Parker (Student) 07/01/04 
Robert M. Schultz  12/31/05 
Walter A. Storrs, III 12/31/03 
Thomas Strat  12/31/05 
Mark J Vleck – (BZA Rep) 12/31/04 
David T. Waller 12/31/06 
Wayne C. Wright 12/31/04 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL
Bertin, Leonard G. 10/10/02 11/04/02 
Culpepper, Michael 12/97  
D’Anna, Philip 02/08/99  
Deel, Ryan 05/17/01-06/25/01-05/2003 05/21/01-07/09/01 
Drake-Batts, Lynn 05/13/03-05/2005 06/02/03/-2/15/03 
Gauri, Kul 07/03/03-07/2005 07/21/03 
Hall, Patrick C 01/26/01-03/10/03-03/2005 02/05/01-03/17/03 
Hanna, Atef A 10/28/02-10/2004 11/04/02 
Hoef, Paul V 08/14/02-08/2004  
Hyun, Yul Woong (Jeff) 09/26/03-09/2005 10/06/03 
Joseph, Luke 03/10/03-03/2005 03/17/03 
Kohut, Gary L 02/17/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Lang, Victoria 07/09/01-06/16/03-06/2005 07/23/01 
Lin, Paul Chu 05/22/00-06/17/03-06/2005 06/05/00-07/07/03 
Manetta, Pauline 11/26/01 12/03/01 
Milia, Carmelo 06/14/01-06/04/03-05/2005 07/09/01-06/16/03 
Nelson, Albert Taylor   
Ogg, David 02/9/99-04/16/01-06/09/03-

05/2005 
04/23/01-06/16/03 

Peard, James R 11/25/02-06/09/03-05/2005 12/02/02-06/16/03 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Rocchio, James 04/16/01 04/23/01 
Sawyer, Thomas G 10/04/02-06/09/03-05/2005 11/04/02-06/16/03 
Shier, Frank 02/18/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Ullmann, Lon M 03/19/01 04/09/01 
Wattles, Brian J 07/10/01 07/23/01 
Wilberding, Bruce 08/05/99-06/17/03-06/2005 07/07/03 
Yousif, Gary 11/24/03-11/2005 01/05/04 
 
Yes: 
No: 
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(b) City Council Appointments 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL to 
serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities 
Appointed by Council (9 Regular, 3 Alternates) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 11-01-2006 (Alternate) 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2004 (Student) 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
 Susan Robosan-Burt  11/01/06 
 Angela Done 11/01/05 
 Nancy Johnson 11/01/06 
 Leonard G. Bertin 11/01/05 
 Pauline Manetta 11/01/06 
 Dick Kuschinsky 11/01/04 
 Theodora House 11/01/06 
 Grace Yau (Student) 07/01/04 
 Dorothy Ann Pietron 11/01/04 
Nada Raheb (Student) 07/01/03 
 Mark Pritzloff 11/01/06 
 Cynthia Buchanan 11/01/04 
 Kul B. Gauri 11/01/05 
 Jayshree Shah (Alternate) 11/01/03 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on File   
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on file.   
 
CATV Advisory Committee 
Appointed by Council (7) – 3 years 
 
R. Minnick- Resigned to serve on the Traffic Comm. Unexpired term expires 9-30-2006 
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CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Jerry L. Bixby 02/28/06 
Shazad Butt 11/30/05 
Richard Hughes 02/28/06 
Penny Marinos 02/28/04 
Richard D Minnick II (Resigned) 09/30/06 
Fan Lin (Student) 07/01/04 
W. Kent Voigt 02/28/04 
Bryan H. Wehrung 02/28/05 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Godlewski, W S 12/28/01-07/01/03-

07/2005 
01/07/02-07/07/03 

Kuschinsky, Dick 10/11/01-06/19/03-
06/2005 

11/05/01 

Manzon, Alan 06/04/02-06/2004 06/17/02 
Powers, Brian M 10/15/02-10/2004 10/21/02 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Shier, Frank 02/18/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Wattles, Brian J 07/10/01 07/23/01 
Weisgerber, William 07/14/03-07/2005 07/21/03 
 
 
Election Commission 
Appointed by Council (3) – 1 year 
 
David Anderson - Seeks reappointment Term expires 01-31-2004 
 
 Term expires 01-31-2004 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
David C. Anderson (R) 01/31/04 
Timothy Dewan (D) 01/31/04 
Tonni L. Bartholomew (Charter) 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Brodbine, Anju C. 08/13/02-08/2004 08/19/02 
DeBacker, Deborah 05/20/02-05/2004 06/03/02 
Gauri, Kul B 08/26/99-07/3/03-07/2005  
Larue, Patricia M 08/12/02-08/2004 08/19/02 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Shah, Jayshree 08/28/01 09/17/01 
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Silver, Neil S 06/9/03-05/2005 06/16/03 
Ziegenfelder, Peter 12/07/00-06/11/01-

06/11/03-05/2005 
12/18/00-07/09/01-06/16/03 

 
Troy Daze 
Appointed by Council (9) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 11-30-2004 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2003 Student 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Robert A. Berk  11/30/03 
Sue Bishop Deceased 11/30/04 
Jim D. Cyrulewski 11/30/04 
Cecile Dilley 11/30/04 
Kessie Kaltsounis 11/30/05 
Michael Gonda  11/30/06 
William F Hall 11/30/05 
Jeffrey Stewart(Repr to Parks/Rec Board) 09/30/06 
Robert S. Preston 09/30/05 
Cheryl A Whitton-Kaszubski 09/30/03 
Jessica Zablocki (Student) 07/01/03 
 
INTERESTED  APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Asjad, Zarina J 05/01/03-05/2005 05/05/03 
Freliga, Mary E 11/25/02-11/2004 12/02/02 
Hashmi, Amin 08/22/02-08/2004  
Huber, Laurie G 09/22/00-06/18/01-

05/2003 
09/22/00/7/09/01 

Musick, Marilyn K 12/01/03-12/2005 12/15/01 
Pietron, Dorothy Ann 07/10/01-07/2003 07/23/01 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Shier, Frank 02/18/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Wells, Alexandra 08/22/02-08/2004 09/09/02 
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on file   
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Yes: 
No: 
 
F-2 Closed Session – None Requested 
 
F-3 Approval of Contract with MDOT for Phase I of the Travel Demand Management 

(TDM) Program – Project No. 02.105.5 
  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the Agreement between the City of Troy and the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for Phase I of the Travel Demand Management (TDM) Program, Project No. 
02.105.5, is hereby APPROVED and the Mayor and City Clerk are AUTHORIZED TO 
EXECUTE the documents, a copy of which shall be attached to the original Minutes of this 
meeting. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
 
F-4 Appointment of Historic District Study Committee 
  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the appointment by City Council of the Historic District Study Committee be 
ADVANCED to the February 16, 2004 Troy City Council Meeting. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
 
 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA        January 12, 2004 
 

- 12 - 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: No items advanced. 
 
COUNCIL REFERRALS 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 
(a) Youth Council/Final – November 12, 2003 
(b) Library Board /Final – November 13, 2003 
(c) Civic Center Priority Task Force – December 10, 2003 
(d) Library Board/Draft - December 11, 2003 

G-2 Department Reports: 
(a) Permits Issued July Through December 2003 
(b) Permits Issued During the Month of December 
(c) Permits Issued During the Year 2003 
 
G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 
(a) Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1839 E. Wattles Road – Scheduled for 

January 26, 2004 
 
G-4 Green Memorandums: 
(a) Community Center Recreation Pass Fees 
 
Note:  Resubmittal of memorandum regarding Community Center recreation pass fees along 

with updates regarding annual fees, and endorsement by the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board. Fee increases will take effect on February 2, 2004 for new pass holders 
and March 1, 2004 for current pass holders. 

 
G-5 Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: 
 
G-6  Calendar 
 
G-7  Letters of Appreciation: 
(a) Letter from Keith Kleckner – Acting Director, Cranbrook Institute of Science and John P. 

McCulloch – Oakland County Drain Commissioner, to Jennifer Lawson Thanking Her for 
Volunteering at the 2003 Rouge River Water Festival at Cranbrook Institute of Science 

 
G-8  Memorandum, Re: Sauger v. Troy, Et Al 
 
G-9  Memorandum, Re: Joint Committee 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment is limited to people who have not addressed Council during the 1st 
Public Comment section (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 5 (15), as 
amended May 6, 2002). 

STUDY ITEMS 

It is City Management’s recommendation to recess the Regular meeting at this time and 
to immediately reconvene it in the Council Board Room to provide for a study 
environment. Additionally, it would be recommended that the Mayor request the City 
Clerk to post notice that the City Council meeting has been relocated to the Council 
Board Room. 
 
 
H-1 Development of Mission Statement Governing Cultural Displays on City 

Property that Represent Positive Community Values 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
John Szerlag, City Manager 
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A Regular Meeting of the Troy City Council was held Monday, January 5, 2004, at City Hall, 
500 W. Big Beaver Road. Mayor Pryor called the Meeting to order at 7:40 P.M. 
 
The Invocation was given by Mayor Pro Tem Lambert and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
was given. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Matt Pryor  
Robin E. Beltramini 
Cristina Broomfield 
David Eisenbacher  
Martin F. Howrylak   
David A. Lambert 
Jeanne M. Stine 

PRESENTATIONS: No presentations scheduled. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: No public hearings scheduled. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

A. Items on the Current Agenda 
 
F-5 Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment (ZOTA-180) – Articles 40.57.05, 40.57.06 – 

Height Limits for Amateur Radio Antennas 
  
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by Pryor  
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
 
RESOLVED, That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Article XL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS be AMENDED, as recommended by City Management and further AMENDED 
by STRIKING the following text in Section 40.57.06 “Ground mounted” in the second sentence; 
STRIKING “pole, mast” in the third sentence, and STRIKING the fourth sentence in its entirety 
as follows: “Pole, mast, whip, or panel type antennas which are roof-mounted or attached to a 
building shall not extend more than twelve (12) feet above the highest point of a roof.”, a copy 
of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 
Resolution #2004-01-001 
Moved by Pryor  
Seconded by Beltramini   
 

City of Troy
E-02
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RESOLVED, That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Article XL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, Section 40.57.06 be AMENDED by REINSERTING the following text, “Pole, 
mast, whip, or panel type antennas which are roof-mounted or attached to a building shall not 
extend more than twelve (12) feet above the highest point of a roof.” and further AMENDED by 
INSERTING “Other” in the third sentence as follows: “Other Ppole, mast, whip, or panel type 
antennas which are roof-mounted or attached to a building shall not extend more than twelve 
(12) feet above the highest point of a roof.” 
 
Yes: Pryor, Beltramini, Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Lambert  
No: Stine  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Vote on Amendment 
 
Resolution #2004-01-002 
Moved by Beltramini   
Seconded by Eisenbacher    
 
RESOLVED, That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Article XL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, Section 40.57.06 be AMENDED by STRIKING “six (6) foot” and “as provided in 
Section 40.57.05” in the fifth sentence. 
 
Yes: Beltramini, Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Lambert, Pryor  
No: Stine  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Vote on Amended Resolution 
 
Resolution #2004-01-003 
Moved by Pryor  
Seconded by Eisenbacher    
 
RESOLVED, That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Article XL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS be AMENDED, as recommended by City Management and further AMENDED 
by STRIKING the following text in Section 40.57.06 “Ground mounted” in the second sentence; 
INSERTING, “Other” in the third sentence as follows: “Other Ppole, mast, whip, or panel type 
antennas which are roof-mounted or attached to a building shall not extend more than twelve 
(12) feet above the highest point of a roof.” and STRIKING, “six (6) foot” and “as provided in 
Section 40.57.05” in the fifth sentence, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original 
Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Yes: Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Pryor, Beltramini   
No: Lambert, Stine  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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G-10  Memorandum, Re: Brochure Explaining Ballot Issue Relative to Conference 
Center/Hotel Facilities 

 
F-6 City Owned Surplus Parcels – No action taken 
  
 
F-7 Election Consolidation Legislation –Charter Amendments for April 5th 2004 

Election 
 
Resolution #2004-01- 
Moved by Eisenbacher  
Seconded by Howrylak  
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES as to form the following proposed Charter 
amendments for the April 5th 2004 election: 
 
1. Shall Section 3.4 of the Troy Charter be amended to modify the implementation of the new 

State legislation mandating four- year terms, effective with the 2005 election cycle, to allow 
for the continuation of staggering terms through the election of the Mayor and Council 
Members according to the following odd year November election schedule: 

 
2005 Council Member- Four-Year Term Expiring 2009, Elect Two 
2007 Mayor- Four-Year Term Expiring 2011, Elect One 
2007 Council Member- Four-Year Term Expiring 2011, Elect Three 
2007 Council Member- Two-Year Partial Term Expiring 2009, Elect One 

 
2. Shall Section 7.9 of the Troy Charter, which requires “nomination petitions for candidates 

for regular City elections to be filed with the Clerk on or before 4 o’clock pm of the twenty-
eighth (28) day preceding the third Monday of February of each year”, be replaced with  
“nomination petitions for candidates for regular City elections are to be filed with the Clerk 
on or before 4 o’clock pm of the one hundredth (100th) day preceding the City election for 
each election year”?  

 
3. Shall Section 5.11 of the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 

effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or referendary 
process, be amended to reduce the number of signatures from  “at least ten percent of the 
registered electors of the City”, to ”at least 2,000 signatures of the registered electors of 
the City”? 

 
4. Shall Section 5.11 of the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 

effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or referendary 
process, be amended to increase the time period to gather signatures from  “twenty-one” 
days prior to the filing of the petition to  “ninety days prior to the filing of the petition”? 

 
5. Shall Section 7.5.5 of the Troy Charter, which discusses term limits, be amended to delete 

“Any portion of a term served shall constitute one full term”? and insert “Any service 
greater than two years plus one month constitute a term”?   
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6. Shall Section 12.1 of the Charter, which currently requires sealed bids to be obtained for 
all sales and purchases in excess of ten thousand dollars, be replaced with the 
requirement to obtain competitive bids through a traditional sealed bid procedure or 
alternative means, including but not limited to, electronic submission or reverse auction 
methods, providing the method used preserves the integrity of the competitive bid 
process? 

 
7. Shall Section 3.8.5 of the Troy Charter be repealed to eliminate the requirement for the 

Mayor to send an annual proclamation to the U.S. Congress encouraging them to use their 
best efforts to amend the Constitution to require term limits on the U.S. Congress? 

 
Vote on Amendment 
 
Resolution #2004-01-004 
Moved by Lambert  
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
 
RESOLVED, That the Resolution for Troy City Council to APPROVE as to form Charter 
amendments for the April 5th 2004 election be AMENDED by STRIKING, “7. Shall Section 3.8.5 
of the Troy Charter be repealed to eliminate the requirement for the Mayor to send an annual 
proclamation to the U.S. Congress encouraging them to use their best efforts to amend the 
Constitution to require term limits on the U.S. Congress?” 
 
Yes: Eisenbacher, Lambert 
No: Howrylak, Stine, Pryor, Beltramini, Broomfield  
 
MOTION FAILED 
 
Vote on Resolution 
 
Resolution #2004-01-005 
Moved by Eisenbacher  
Seconded by Howrylak  
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES as to form the following proposed Charter 
amendments for the April 5th 2004 election: 
 
1. Shall Section 3.4 of the Troy Charter be amended to modify the implementation of the new 

State legislation mandating four- year terms, effective with the 2005 election cycle, to allow for 
the continuation of staggering terms through the election of the Mayor and Council Members 
according to the following odd year November election schedule: 

 
2005 Council Member- Four-Year Term Expiring 2009, Elect Two 
2007 Mayor- Four-Year Term Expiring 2011, Elect One 
2007 Council Member- Four-Year Term Expiring 2011, Elect Three 
2007 Council Member- Two-Year Partial Term Expiring 2009, Elect One 

 
2. Shall Section 7.9 of the Troy Charter, which requires “nomination petitions for candidates for 

regular City elections to be filed with the Clerk on or before 4 o’clock pm of the twenty-eighth 
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(28) day preceding the third Monday of February of each year”, be replaced with  “nomination 
petitions for candidates for regular City elections are to be filed with the Clerk on or before 4 
o’clock pm of the one hundredth (100th) day preceding the City election for each election 
year”?  

 
3. Shall Section 5.11 of the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 

effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or referendary process, 
be amended to reduce the number of signatures from  “at least ten percent of the registered 
electors of the City”, to ”at least 2,000 signatures of the registered electors of the City”? 

 
4. Shall Section 5.11 of the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 

effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or referendary process, 
be amended to increase the time period to gather signatures from  “twenty-one” days prior to 
the filing of the petition to  “ninety days prior to the filing of the petition”? 

 
5. Shall Section 7.5.5 of the Troy Charter, which discusses term limits, be amended to delete 

“Any portion of a term served shall constitute one full term”? and insert “Any service greater 
than two years plus one month constitute a term”?   

 
6. Shall Section 12.1 of the Charter, which currently requires sealed bids to be obtained for all 

sales and purchases in excess of ten thousand dollars, be replaced with the requirement to 
obtain competitive bids through a traditional sealed bid procedure or alternative means, 
including but not limited to, electronic submission or reverse auction methods, providing the 
method used preserves the integrity of the competitive bid process? 

 
7. Shall Section 3.8.5 of the Troy Charter be repealed to eliminate the requirement for the Mayor 

to send an annual proclamation to the U.S. Congress encouraging them to use their best 
efforts to amend the Constitution to require term limits on the U.S. Congress? 

 
Yes: All-7  
 
G-10  Memorandum, Re: Brochure Explaining Ballot Issue Relative to Conference 

Center/Hotel Facilities 
Noted and Filed 

B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 
 
Recess 9:25 PM – 9:44 PM 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
E-1 Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-01 
Moved by Eisenbacher  
Seconded by Lambert  
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RESOLVED, That all items as presented on the Consent Agenda are hereby APPROVED as 
presented. 
 
Yes: All-7  

E-2  Minutes: Regular Meeting of December 15, 2003 
 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-02  
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of the 7:30 PM Regular Meeting of December 15, 2003, be 
APPROVED as submitted. 

E-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations:  No proclamations presented. 
 
E-4 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Contract No. 03-7 – 

Dashwood, Minnesota to Dequindre – Storm Sewer 
 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-04 
 
RESOLVED, That Contract No. 03-7, Dashwood Storm Sewer, Minnesota to Dequindre be 
AWARDED to ADJ Excavating, Inc., 47301 Feathered Court – Shelby Township, Michigan 
48315 at an estimated total cost of $613,449.87; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the award is CONTINGENT upon submission of proper 
contract and bid documents, including bonds, insurance certificates and all specified 
requirements and if additional work is required such additional work is authorized in an amount 
not to exceed 10% of the total project cost. 

E-5 Standard Purchasing Resolution 4: Tri-County Purchasing Cooperative Contract 
– Gasoline and Diesel Fuel 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-05 
 
RESOLVED, That two-year cooperative contracts with an option to renew for two additional 
years for gasoline and diesel fuel from Mansfield Oil Company and Atlas Oil Company are 
hereby APPROVED through the City of Sterling Heights bid process and extended to the Tri-
County Purchasing Cooperative at factors contained in the bid tabulation opened November 
18, 2003, expiring on January 31, 2006, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original 
Minutes of this meeting. 
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E-6 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Duct Cleaning of the 
Police Gun Range Ventilation System 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-06 
 
RESOLVED, That a contract to provide the duct cleaning of the Police gun range ventilation 
system is hereby AWARDED to the low bidder, Sani-Vac Service, Inc., for an estimated total 
cost of $13,000.00; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the award is CONTINGENT upon contractor submission of 
properly executed bid and contract documents, including insurance certificates and all other 
specified requirements; and if additional work is required that could not be foreseen, such 
additional work is authorized in an amount not to exceed 10% of the total project cost. 

E-7 Revised Final Site Condominium Approval – Shady Creek South Site 
Condominium, North of Long Lake Road and West of Rochester Road – Section 
10 – R-1B 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-07 
 
RESOLVED, That the Revised Final Site Plan, as submitted under Section 34.30.00 of the 
Zoning Ordinance (Unplatted One-Family Residential Development) for the development of a 
One-Family Residential Site Condominium known as Shady Creek South Site Condominium  
as recommended for approval by City Management, located north of Long Lake Road and west 
of Rochester Road, Section 10, including 56 home sites, within the R-1B Zoning District, being 
3.02 acres in size, is hereby APPROVED.  

E-8 Approval of Subdivision Entrance Sign/Agreement – Sylvan Glen Subdivision 
 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-08 
 
RESOLVED, That the sign application submitted by the Sylvan Glen Homeowners Association 
for the placement of a sign in the median of the intersection of Berwyck Drive and Long Lake 
Road is hereby APPROVED as to the design and materials proposed; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the agreement regarding the maintenance and liability 
coverage for the sign is also APPROVED and authorization is hereby GRANTED to the Mayor 
and City Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Troy. 

E-9 Request for Acceptance of (1) Permanent Water Main Easement, Permanent 
Sanitary Sewer Easement and a Private Road Agreement – Fountain Park Troy, 
L.L.C. – Sidwell #88-20-14-351-002, 003 and 004 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-09 
 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES - Draft January 5, 2004 
 

- 8 - 

RESOLVED, That the Permanent Easement for water main, sanitary sewer and Private Road 
Agreement all being part of the Fountain Park Troy Condominium Development are hereby 
ACCEPTED; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Mayor is AUTHORIZED to sign the Private Road 
Agreement on behalf of the City; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED TO RECORD said 
documents with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED 
to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

F-1 Appointments to Boards and Committees: (a) Mayoral Appointments: (1) Board of 
Review and (2) Economic Development Corporation; and (3) Planning Commission 
& (b) City Council Appointments: (1) Advisory Committee for Persons with 
Disabilities; (2) Election Commission; (3) Ethnic Community Issues Advisory 
Committee; (4) Traffic Committee and (5) Troy Daze 

 
(a) Mayoral Appointments 

 
Resolution #2004-01-007 
Moved by Pryor Eisenbacher  
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR with 
COUNCIL APPROVAL to serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Board of Review 
Mayor, Council Approval (3) – 3 years 
 
James Hatch  Term expires 01-31-2007

 
Yes: All-7  

 
(b) City Council Appointments 

 
1. Appointment to the Ethnic Community Issues Advisory Committee 
 
Resolution #2004-01-008 
Moved by Lambert 
Seconded by Pryor  
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL to 
serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Ethnic Community Issues Advisory Committee 
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Appointed by Council (9) – 3 years 
 
Yul Woong (Jeff) Hyun Unexpired Term expires 09-30-05 

 
Yes: All-7  
 
2. Appointment to the Traffic Committee 
 
Resolution #2004-01-009 
Moved by Lambert 
Seconded by Pryor  
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL to 
serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Traffic Committee 
Appointed by Council (7) – 3 years 
 
Richard D. Minnick II Term expires 1-31-2006 

 
Yes: Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Lambert, Stine, Pryor  
No: Beltramini  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Appointments Carried-Over as Item F-1 on the Next Regular City Council Meeting 
Agenda Scheduled for January 12, 2004: 
 

(a) Mayoral Appointments 
 

Planning Commission 
Mayor, Council Approval (9) – 3 years 
 
Walter Storrs- Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2006 

 
(b) City Council Appointments 

 
Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities 
Appointed by Council (9 Regular, 3 Alternates) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 11-01-2006 (Alternate) 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2004 (Student) 
 
Election Commission 
Appointed by Council (3) – 1 year 
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 Term expires 01-31-2004 
 
 Term expires 01-31-2004 
 
Troy Daze 
Appointed by Council (9) – 3 years 
 Term expires 11-30-2004 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2003 Student 

 
 
F-2 Closed Session 
 
Resolution #2004-01-010 
Moved by Stine  
Seconded by Lambert  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the City of Troy City Council SHALL MEET in Closed Session, as 
permitted by MCL 15.268 (e); City of Troy v. Obertynski; City of Troy v. 2100 E. Maple Road; 
City of Troy v. 1501 Halo; and City of Troy v. 1495 Mapleway, after adjournment of this 
meeting.  
 
Yes: All-7  
 
F-3 Allocation of Tri-Party Program Funds to Crooks Road Reconstruction, Square 

Lake to South Boulevard 
 
Resolution #2004-01-011 
Moved by Eisenbacher  
Seconded by Stine  
 
RESOLVED, That the City of Troy allotment for the 2004 Tri-Party Program is $406,638.00 and 
that the City’s share is $135,546.00, and that these funds, along with the City of Troy’s 
reserved FY 2002 and FY 2003 Tri-Party Program funds in the amounts of $485,738.00 and 
$351,726.00 respectively, with the City’s share being $279,155.00, BE USED, as required, for 
the Crooks Road, Square Lake to South Boulevard construction phase; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the unused 2004 Tri-Party Program funds BE RESERVED 
for projects that may occur during the year that Tri-Party funds qualify for use and are approved 
by City Council. 
 
Yes: All-7  
 
F-4 Confirmation of Appointment; Mrs. Sandra L. Kasperek as City Treasurer 
  
Resolution #2004-01-012 
Moved by Beltramini  
Seconded by Broomfield  
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RESOLVED, That the appointment by the City Manager of Sandra L. Kasperek as City  
Treasurer of the City of Troy is hereby CONFIRMED. 
 
Yes: All-7 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: No items submitted 
 
COUNCIL REFERRALS 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 
(a) Election Commission/Final – February 19, 2003 
(b) Personnel Board/Final – June 9, 2003 
(c) Brownfield Redevelopment Authority/Final – June 11, 2003 
(d) Planning Commission Joint Meeting/Final – October 28, 2003 
(e) Ethnic Issues Advisory Board/Final – November 4, 2003 
(f) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Draft – November 5, 2003 
(g) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Final – November 5, 2003 
(h) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Final – November 6, 2003 
(i) Employees Retirement System Board of Trustees/Final – November 12, 2003 
(j) Downtown Development Authority/Final – November 19, 2003 
(k) Troy Daze/Draft – November 25, 2003 
(l) Planning Commission Special Study/Draft – December 2, 2003 
(m) Building Code Board of Appeals/Draft – December 3, 2003 
(n) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Final – December 4, 2003 
(o) Ethnic Issues Advisory Board/Draft – December 9, 2003 
(p) Planning Commission/Draft – December 9, 2003 
(q) Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees/Draft – December 10, 2003 
(r) Library Board/Draft – December 11, 2003 

Noted and Filed 

G-2 Department Reports: 
(a) 2003 Financial Summary  - Hard copy available for viewing at the City Clerk’s Office 

and Library 
Noted and Filed 

 
G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 
(a) Rezoning Application (Z-597) – South Side of Long Lake Road – West of Rochester Road 

– Section 15 – R-1T to B-2 – Scheduled for January 26, 2004 
Noted and Filed 
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G-4 Green Memorandums: 
(a) Community Center Recreation Pass Fees 

Noted and Filed 
G-5 Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: None submitted 
 
G-6  Calendar 

Noted and Filed 
G-7  Letters of Appreciation: 
(a) Thank You Letter from the Hazel Park Police Department to Troy Police Officers Lt. 

Pappas, Sgt. Herpel, Sgt. Zielinski, Officer Hill, Officer Neubauer, Officer Quaiatto and 
Officer Meizinger 

(b) Letter of Appreciation to Beverly J. Sackner Regarding Conference Room Usage by DCI 
Marking for their Holiday Party 

(c) Letter of Appreciation to Chief Craft from James Snapp Thanking for the Police 
Department’s Assistance in Completing the Requirements for His Field Project Class at 
Oakland Community College 

(d) Letter of Appreciation to Officer Russell Barrows from Jerry and Sue Pavlat Thanking Him 
for the Concern and Assistance Regarding the Death of Their Son 

(e) Letter of Appreciation from James Snapp to Officer Brian LaForest Thanking Him for His 
Assistance in Completing His Requirements for His Field Project Class at Oakland 
Community College 

(f) Letter of Appreciation from Ruth Frushour – Baker Middle School Thanking Officer 
Nicolette Kaptur for Speaking to Her Health Class Students About Drug Prevention and 
Consequences 

(g) Letter of Appreciation from Kevin M. Sagan – Chief of Police, Madison Heights – Thanking 
Officers Ed Klute, Russ Barrows, Mark Cole and Paul Bednard for Participating with Their 
K-9’s in the “Narcotics Sweep” of Madison District Schools 

(h) E-mail to Mayor Pryor Thanking Officers Russell Barrows, Kirk Linton, Mark Livingston 
and Scott Salter for the Service and Dedication They Displayed in the Rescue of a 
Woman and Her Dog that Fell Into Sylvan Glen Lake 

(i) Letter of Appreciation from W. David Tull – Chairman, Crestmark Bank Thanking Officer 
Jay Reynolds for the Excellent Presentation on Fraud Given at the Winter Michigan 
Bankers Association Conference 

Noted and Filed 
 
G-8  Memorandum, Re: Letter from City Manager Szerlag to Don Jakeway, Director of 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation Civic Center/Conference Center 
Economic Feasibility 

Noted and Filed 
 
G-9  Travel Expense Report, Re: David Lambert – National League of Cities Meeting – 

Nashville, TN 
Noted and Filed 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

The meeting RECESSED at 10:21 P.M. 
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STUDY ITEMS 

 
H-1 IT Updates – Hansen Information Technology and Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) 
 
The meeting ADJOURNED at 11:50 P.M. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Matt Pryor, Mayor 
 
 
 

      ______________________________________ 
      Barbara A. Holmes, CMC – Deputy City Clerk 
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A Regular Meeting of the Troy City Council was held Wednesday, January 7, 2004, at City Hall, 500 
W. Big Beaver Road. Councilman Howrylak called the Meeting to order at 8:07 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Matt Pryor (Arrived 8:08 P.M.) 
Robin E. Beltramini  
Cristina Broomfield 
David Eisenbacher  
Martin F. Howrylak   
David A. Lambert (Arrived 8:10 P.M.) 
Jeanne M. Stine  
 

1. Power Point Presentation Relative to Objectives for 2004     
City Manager John Szerlag reviewed the 2004-06 Objectives with City Council. 
 

2. Feasibility of City-Owned Religious/Historical Displays on Civic Center Property  
        

City Attorney, Lori Grigg Bluhm, reviewed with City Council the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Lemon 
v. Kurtzman and other cases as to the legality of religious displays on City owned property. After 
much debate the consensus of City Council was to designate an area for public displays on the Civic 
Center site.  City Council will adopt a mission statement at the January 12, 2004 City Council meeting 
and will then forwarded it to the Parks and Recreation Board, Ethnic Issues Advisory Board, and the 
Civic Center Priority Task Force Committee for their input.  
   
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Several members of the audience addressed the issue of religious/historical displays on Civic Center 
property. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:07 P.M. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Matt Pryor, Mayor 
 
 
 

      __________________________________________ 
      John M. Lamerato – Assistant City Manager/ 

Finance and Administration 
 

City of Troy
E-02
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F-5 Final Site Condominium Review – Rhode Island Estates Site Condominium – North 
Side of Big Beaver, East of John R – Section 24 – R-1E 

 
Resolution #2003-12-629 
Moved by Beltramini  
Seconded by Lambert  
 
RESOLVED, That the Final Site Plan as submitted under Section 34.30.00 of the Zoning 
Ordinance (Unplatted One-Family Residential Development) for the development of One-
Family Residential Site Condominium, known as Rhode Island Estates Site Condominium, 19 
units proposed, located on the north side of Big Beaver, east and west of Rhode Island, 
Section 24, within the R-1E Zoning District, be APPROVED as recommended by City 
Management. 
 
Yes: All-7  
 
F-3 (a) Civic Center Land Sales Ballot Proposal; (b) Charter Revision Ballot Proposals 
 
(a) Civic Center Land Sales Ballot Proposal 
 
Resolution #2003-12-630 
Moved by Beltramini  
Seconded by Stine  
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES as to form the following proposed Charter 
amendment  Ballot proposition for the April 5th 2004 election: 
 

Shall the City of Troy, Michigan, be authorized to convey seven acres of the Troy Civic 
Center site for the development of conference/hotel facilities?  

 
Yes: Eisenbacher, Stine, Pryor, Beltramini, Broomfield  
No: Howrylak, Lambert  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
(b) Charter Revision Ballot Proposal – No Council action taken at this time 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: 
 
2) Council Member Broomfield Would Like to Discuss the Feasibility of City-Owned 

Religious/Historical Displays on Civic Center Property 
 
Resolution #2003-12-631 
Moved by Broomfield  
Seconded by Stine  
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES - Draft January 5, 2004 
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E-6 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Duct Cleaning of the 
Police Gun Range Ventilation System 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-06 
 
RESOLVED, That a contract to provide the duct cleaning of the Police gun range ventilation 
system is hereby AWARDED to the low bidder, Sani-Vac Service, Inc., for an estimated total 
cost of $13,000.00; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the award is CONTINGENT upon contractor submission of 
properly executed bid and contract documents, including insurance certificates and all other 
specified requirements; and if additional work is required that could not be foreseen, such 
additional work is authorized in an amount not to exceed 10% of the total project cost. 

E-7 Revised Final Site Condominium Approval – Shady Creek South Site 
Condominium, North of Long Lake Road and West of Rochester Road – Section 
10 – R-1B 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-07 
 
RESOLVED, That the Revised Final Site Plan, as submitted under Section 34.30.00 of the 
Zoning Ordinance (Unplatted One-Family Residential Development) for the development of a 
One-Family Residential Site Condominium known as Shady Creek South Site Condominium  
as recommended for approval by City Management, located north of Long Lake Road and west 
of Rochester Road, Section 10, including 56 5 home sites, within the R-1B Zoning District, 
being 3.02 acres in size, is hereby APPROVED.  

E-8 Approval of Subdivision Entrance Sign/Agreement – Sylvan Glen Subdivision 
 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-08 
 
RESOLVED, That the sign application submitted by the Sylvan Glen Homeowners Association 
for the placement of a sign in the median of the intersection of Berwyck Drive and Long Lake 
Road is hereby APPROVED as to the design and materials proposed; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the agreement regarding the maintenance and liability 
coverage for the sign is also APPROVED and authorization is hereby GRANTED to the Mayor 
and City Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Troy. 

E-9 Request for Acceptance of (1) Permanent Water Main Easement, Permanent 
Sanitary Sewer Easement and a Private Road Agreement – Fountain Park Troy, 
L.L.C. – Sidwell #88-20-14-351-002, 003 and 004 

 
Resolution #2004-01-006-E-09 
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   Memorandum 
 
To: Honorable Mayor Pryor and City Council 
From: John Szerlag, City Manager 

John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration 
Tonni L. Bartholomew, City Clerk 

Date: January 5, 2004 
Subject:
 

Request for Recognition as a Nonprofit Organization Status from the 
Polish American Numismatic Society, American Polish Cultural Center, 
for the Purpose of Obtaining a Charitable Gaming License 

 
 
City Management supports the approval of the Polish American Numismatic 
Society’s request for recognition as a nonprofit organization so that they may 
obtain a charitable gaming license for their upcoming “raffle” scheduled for 
Sunday, February 15, 2004. 
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December 29, 2003 
 
 
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidders –  

Fertilizer and Weed Control Application Services 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
City management recommends Troy City Council split the three-year contract award for 
Fertilizer and Weed Control Application Services on municipal grounds to the low bidders 
as follows: 2004 - Davey Tree Expert Co., 3381 Lapeer Road West, Auburn Hills, MI 
48326, (248) 371-9007, for an estimated cost of $69,709.00; and for years 2005 and 
2006 – United Lawnscape, Inc., 4400 22 Mile Road, Shelby Township, MI 48317,  
(586) 739-5296, for an estimated total cost of $143,746.00, at unit prices contained in the 
attached bid tabulation opened 12/9/03. Both awards are contingent upon vendors’ 
submission of proper contract and bid documents, including bonds, insurance certificates, 
and all specified requirements. 
 
SUMMARY 
Bids for the contract were opened on December 9, 2003, with six (6) companies 
responding. This contract provides for turf fertilization and weed control on irrigated and 
non-irrigated municipal grounds, as well as one late season fertilizer application on 
athletic fields. The split bid award represents the best value to the City, which allows 
Davey Tree, our current service provider, to continue application services for 2004, and 
United Lawnscape, the second and third years of the contract.  Both vendors have been 
contacted and agree to a split award. 
 
BUDGET 
Funds for this contract are available in Parks and Recreation operating budgets.  
 
 
81 Vendors Notified on MITN System 
  6 Bid Responses Rec’d 
  2 No Bids: (1) Company not interested at this time. 

(1) Company felt the job was too large and could not be competitive. 
 

 
Prepared by Jeff Biegler, Superintendent of Parks 
 
 
 

City of Troy
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CITY OF TROY        ITB-COT 03-37
Opening Date -- 12/9/03 BID TABULATION Pg 1 of 4
Date Prepared -- 12/15/03 FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL APPLICATION SERVICES

VENDOR NAME:

CHECK #: 17274 838282553 8001032
CHECK AMOUNT: $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00

PROPOSAL -- FURNISH THREE (3) YEAR REQUIREMENTS OF FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL
     APPLICATION SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SPECIFICATIONS

PROPOSAL "A"
Irrigated Sites (4) Four times per season

2004
102.71 Acres First Application: 70.20$          68.16$          80.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          60.50$          84.00$          
Third Application: 61.00$          59.35$          46.52$          
Fourth Application: 61.40$          59.27$          84.00$          

254.85$                             247.28$                             294.52$                             

2005
102.71 Acres First Application: 70.20$          71.57$          80.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          63.52$          84.00$          
Third Application: 61.00$          62.32$          46.52$          
Fourth Application: 61.40$          62.24$          84.00$          

254.85$                             259.65$                             294.52$                             

2006
102.71 Acres First Application: 70.20$          75.14$          80.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          66.69$          84.00$          
Third Application: 61.00$          65.46$          46.52$          
Fourth Application: 61.40$          65.34$          84.00$          

254.85$                             272.63$                             294.52$                             

PROPOSAL "B"
Non-Irrigated Areas (3) Three Applications per Specs.

2004
224.28 Acres First Application: 70.20$          68.16$          79.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          60.50$          80.00$          
Third Application: 61.40$          59.27$          67.00$          

193.85$                             187.93$                             226.00$                             

2005
224.28 Acres First Application: 70.20$          71.57$          79.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          63.52$          80.00$          
Third Application: 61.40$          62.24$          67.00$          

193.85$                             197.33$                             226.00$                             

2006
224.28 Acres First Application: 70.20$          75.14$          79.00$          

Second Application: 62.25$          66.69$          80.00$          
Third Application: 61.40$          65.46$          67.00$          

193.85$                             207.29$                             226.00$                             

PROPOSAL "C"
Flynn, Firefighters, & Boulan Athletic Fields

2004
43.67 Acres One Application 50.85$          49.50$          65.00$          

2005
43.67 Acres One Application 50.85$          51.98$          65.00$          

2006
43.67 Acres One Application 50.85$          54.57$          65.00$          

   ESTIMATED GRAND TOTAL PROPOSALS 'A-C': 215,618.82$  219,780.43$  251,327.94$  
                ESTIMATED TOTAL AWARDED ITEMS: 143,745.88$  69,708.73$    

TRUGREEN
CHEMLAWN

UNITED THE DAVEY TREE
LAWNSCAPE INC EXPERT COMPANY



CITY OF TROY        ITB-COT 03-37
Opening Date -- 12/9/03 BID TABULATION Pg 2 of 4
Date Prepared -- 12/15/03 FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL APPLICATION SERVICES

VENDOR NAME:

SITE INSPECTION: Y/N YES YES YES
DATE 12/2/03 12/1/03 11/3-6/03

INSURANCE: Can Meet XX XX XX
Cannot Meet

ALTERNATE INSURANCE: POLLUTION COVERAGE
Can Meet XX XX XX
Cannot Meet

TERMS: BLANK 3 YEARS

WARRANTY: N/A BLANK

EXCEPTIONS: BLANK BLANK BLANK

BIDDER'S GENERAL QUESTIONNAIRE:
Attached XX XX XX
Not Attached

* BOLDFACE TYPE DENOTES LOW BIDDERS

NO BIDS:
  Carso, Inc
  Owen Tree Service
ATTEST: ___________________________
  Jeffrey Biegler Jeanette Bennett
  Charlene McComb Purchasing Director
  Linda Bockstanz

G:ITB-COT 03-37 Fertilizer & Weed Control

TRUGREEN GUARANTEE

UNITED THE DAVEY TREE TRUGREEN
LAWNSCAPE INC EXPERT COMPANY CHEMLAWN

NET 30 DAYS



CITY OF TROY        ITB-COT 03-37
Opening Date -- 12/9/03 BID TABULATION Pg 3 of 4
Date Prepared -- 12/15/03 FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL APPLICATION SERVICES

VENDOR NAME:

CHECK #: 835784895 20384472 698901652
CHECK AMOUNT: $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00

PROPOSAL -- FURNISH THREE (3) YEAR REQUIREMENTS OF FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL
     APPLICATION SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SPECIFICATIONS

PROPOSAL "A"
Irrigated Sites (4) Four times per season

2004
102.71 Acres First Application: 78.50$         170.66$         132.00$         

Second Application: 153.63$       83.86$          132.00$         
Third Application: 65.40$         83.86$          132.00$         
Fourth Application: 153.63$       83.86$          132.00$         

451.16$                         422.24$                             528.00$                             

2005
102.71 Acres First Application: 78.50$         175.78$         136.00$         

Second Application: 153.63$       86.38$          136.00$         
Third Application: 65.40$         86.38$          136.00$         
Fourth Application: 153.63$       86.38$          136.00$         

451.16$                         434.92$                             544.00$                             

2006
102.71 Acres First Application: 78.50$         181.06$         140.00$         

Second Application: 153.63$       88.98$          140.00$         
Third Application: 66.40$         88.98$          140.00$         
Fourth Application: 153.63$       88.98$          140.00$         

452.16$                         448.00$                             560.00$                             

PROPOSAL "B"
Non-Irrigated Areas (3) Three Applications per Specs.

2004
224.28 Acres First Application: 81.00$         170.66$         132.00$         

Second Application: 167.50$       83.86$          132.00$         
Third Application: 98.00$         83.86$          132.00$         

346.50$                         338.38$                             396.00$                             

2005
224.28 Acres First Application: 81.00$         175.78$         136.00$         

Second Application: 167.50$       86.38$          136.00$         
Third Application: 98.00$         86.38$          136.00$         

346.50$                         348.54$                             408.00$                             

2006
224.28 Acres First Application: 81.00$         181.06$         140.00$         

Second Application: 167.50$       88.96$          140.00$         
Third Application: 98.00$         88.98$          140.00$         

346.50$                         359.00$                             420.00$                             

PROPOSAL "C"
Flynn, Firefighters, & Boulan Athletic Fields

2004
43.67 Acres One Application 94.00$         83.86$          115.00$         

2005
43.67 Acres One Application 94.00$         86.38$          119.00$         

2006
43.67 Acres One Application 94.00$         88.98$          123.00$         

   ESTIMATED GRAND TOTAL PROPOSALS 'A-C': 384,572.64$ 379,952.06$  457,731.63$  

CITY OF TROY        ITB-COT 03-37

AG HOUSEY
COMPANY INC

STEELE'S TORRE & BRUGLIO
SERVICES LLC INC



Opening Date -- 12/9/03 BID TABULATION Pg 4 of 4
Date Prepared -- 12/15/03 FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL APPLICATION SERVICES

VENDOR NAME:

SITE INSPECTION: Y/N YES YES YES
DATE 12/1/03 12/2&3/03 Nov-2003

INSURANCE: Can Meet XX XX XX
Cannot Meet

ALTERNATE INSURANCE: POLLUTION COVERAGE BLANK
Can Meet XX
Cannot Meet XX

TERMS: BLANK NET 30

WARRANTY: SEE SPECS BLANK

EXCEPTIONS: NONE BLANK

BIDDER'S GENERAL QUESTIONNAIRE:
Attached XX XX XX
Not Attached

G:ITB-COT 03-37 Fertilizer & Weed Control

ATTACHED TO BID

STEELE'S TORRE & BRUGLIO AG HOUSEY
SERVICES LLC INC COMPANY INC

AS PER CONTRACT

30 DAYS
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January 7, 2004 
 
 
 
 

TO:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Mary Redden, Office Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT:  Agenda Item – Standard Purchasing Resolution 10  

Travel Authorization and Approval to Expend Funds  
for Troy City Council Members’ Travel Expenses - 
2004 MML Legislative Conference 

 
 
 
 
Attached are registration materials for the 2004 MML Legislative Conference that 
will be held at the Lansing Center on March 24, 2004.   
 
Authorization for Council attendance of the conference is requested. 
 
Council Members may send completed registration forms to me and I’ll take care of 
payment using our department’s procurement card. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEMS\2004\01.12.04 – Auth for Council Attendance of MML Legislative Conference 
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January 8, 2004 
 
 
TO:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: Gary Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item - Appointment of Historic District Study Committee 
 
 
At the November 17, 2003 City Council Meeting, Council passed Resolution 
#2003-11-582 that in part states: That a Historic District Study Committee shall 
be appointed by the Troy City Council no later than the second meeting in 
January, 2004. 
 
This Committee is to be comprised of a majority of persons who have clearly 
demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation, and at least one 
member is to be a member of the Historic District Commission, and that there 
should be representation from at least one other duly organized local historic 
preservation organization. 
 
At this time, only four applications have been received by the Clerk’s Office for 
consideration for appointment, and not all of the requirements for the formation of 
the Committee are met by those four individuals. 
 
It is recommended that the date for appointment of the Committee be set forward 
to the February 16, 2004 City Council Meeting providing more time for interested 
people to submit applications. 
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TROY YOUTH COUNCIL -  FINAL MINUTES   November 12,  2003 
 
 

 1 

A meeting of the Troy Youth Council (TYC) was held on Wednesday, November 12, 2003 PM 
at the Community Center (Room 503), 3179 Livernois Road.  Christina Krokosky called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Emily Burns 

Allister Chang 
Chris Cheng  
Juliana D'Amico  
Monika Govindaraj 
Eric Gregory  
Maniesh Joshi  
Andrew Kalinowski 
Christina Krokosky 
Matthew Michrina 
Manessa Shaw  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Min Chong 
Raymond Deng 
Catherine Herzog 
David Vennettilli 
YuJing Wang 

ALSO PRESENT:   Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
     
                                        
1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
Resolution # TY-2003-11- 012 
Moved by Shaw 
Seconded by D’Amico 
 
RESOLVED, That the minutes of 9/17/03 and 10/22/03 be approved. 
 
Yes:  All – 11 
No:  None 
Absent:         Chong, Deng, Herzog, Vennettilli, Wang 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
3. Attendance Report: Noted and Filed 

This meeting: 11 present, 5 absent – all gave prior notification. 
4. Motion to Excuse Absent Members 
 
Resolution # TY-2003-11- 013 
Moved by Kalinowski 
Seconded by Shaw 
 
RESOLVED, That  Chong, Deng, Herzog, Vennettilli, and Wang be excused. 
 
Yes:  All – 11 

City of Troy
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TROY YOUTH COUNCIL -  FINAL MINUTES   November 12,  2003 
 
 

 2 

No:  None 
Absent:         Chong, Deng, Herzog, Vennettilli, Wang 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
5. Civic Center Priority Task Force: Report from Shaw: Shaw solicited input on how the 

youth could use the site in light of proposed elements.  Comments will be incorporated into 
report to be presented to City Council in January.   

 
6. Visitor: Kathy Rice, Librarian: Talked about the opportunity to be a Teen Resource 

Assistant at the Library’s Teen Resource Center.  Applications were distributed. 
 
7. Cool Cities Initiative Advisory Group: Copies of report distributed.  Report from CCIAG 

members D’Amico, Shaw, Gregory and Burns; Discussion among the group re: the insights 
in the report.  Fitzpatrick to send newspaper article to entire TYC. 

 
8. Holiday Charity Box for a Needy Family:   Fitzpatrick had secured a Detroit family.  TYC 

expressed an interest in helping a Troy family.  Fitzpatrick to investigate finding a Troy 
family.  Watch email and snail mail for instructions.  Emily Burns to chair the project. 

 
9. Future Meetings: December: Holiday Charity Box and TYC Goals for 2004 
 
 
 

Reminder Next Meeting: Dec 17th  7:00 P.M. 
Location: COMMUNITY CENTER ROOM 503 

 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Christina Krokosky, Co-chair 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
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LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES - FINAL NOVEMBER 13, 2003 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Troy Library Board was held Thursday, November 13, 2003 at 
the Office of the Library Director.  Joanne Allen, Chairman, called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 P.M.   
 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT: Joanne Allen 
   Lynne Gregory 
   Brian Griffen 
   Audre Zembrzuski 
   Steve Zhang, Student Rep. 
   Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
 
  ABSENT: Nancy Wheeler 
            
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given. 
 
 
Due to personal commitments, Wheeler was unable to attend. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-001 
Moved by Zembrzuski 
Seconded by Gregory 
 
RESOLVED, That Wheeler’s absence be excused. 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOVED, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 9, 2003. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-002 
Moved by Griffen 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of October 9, 2003 be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

City of Troy
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Reviewed Agenda entries 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-003 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Agenda be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Reviewed the Behavior Policy. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-004 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Behavior Policy be approved. 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Reviewed the 2004 Library Closing Dates. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-005 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the 2004 Library Closing Dates be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
A Report was given regarding Bloomfield Hills residents being able to buy a non-
resident card for $100 per family for one year to use our Library and those in the 
Suburban Library Cooperative.  The City of Bloomfield Hills will reimburse all of their 
residents who purchase a non-resident card, the $100 fee.  This has come about by 
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Bloomfield Hills and Bloomfield Township deciding not to renew their library services 
contract. 
 
REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Director’s report.  
The International Collection in Adult Services was moved to behind the Reference Desk 
giving it much more visibility and freeing up space in the Teen Resource Center.  The 
Children’s picture book area was rearranged to give a more open look and making 
access to materials easier.  The upholstery bid for the study and some lounge chairs will 
be opened on December 3, 2003.  The library was nominated by patrons for the State 
Librarian’s Award for Excellence, and while we did not win this year we were in the top 
five. 
 
Board Member comments.   
Zembrzuski said that Kathy Rice, Teen Librarian, had a nice group of people in the 
Teen area.  She also asked if we could try a circulation station in the Youth Services 
department to alleviate traffic at the main circulation desk.  Gregory reported that the 
Clinton-Macomb Library had its grand opening, that the SLC Board passed a policy on 
Patron Card Renewal, and that because he was elected Vice Chair of SLC, he will 
assume the Chairmanship next year.  Gregory also reported that upgrades to 
SpamLion, for email protection have been installed, the SLC training center lab has 
been reconfigured, and that SLC will begin publishing a quarterly newsletter.  
Zembrzuski asked if something could be done with the look of the Friends Gift Shop as 
it appeared cluttered and confusing when open.  All the Board Members agreed that the 
Birthday Book Club and the Memorial Book Program should be marketed more. 
 
 
Friends of the Library.   
There was no report.   
 
Monthly Reports (October).  Circulation for the month of October compared with the 
same time period a year ago showed an increase of 12.0%. There was a decrease for 
the month in Patron visits by 3.3%.  Program attendance was down 4.8% for the month.  
The number of library programs offered was down 2.4% for the month.     
 
Staff Changes. 
None. 
 
Gifts.    
Four gifts totaling $70.00 were received. 
 
Informational Items.   
November TPL Calendar   
 
Contacts and Correspondence.    
19 written comments from the public were reviewed. 
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Public Participation.  There was no public participation. 
 
The Library Board meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 
 

 
 
                  
Joanne Allen 
Chair 
 
 
 
Brian Stoutenburg 
Recording Secretary 



Civic Center Priority Task Force  - DRAFT MINUTES  December 10, 2003 
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A meeting of the Civic Center Priority Task Force (CCPTF) was held on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2003 at 7:30 P.M., at City Hall in the Council Board Room.  Brian Wattles 
called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 1 
None 
 
1. Minutes 

Resolution # CCPTF-2003-12-014 
Moved by Krent   
Seconded by Bertin 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of November 12, 2003 meeting be approved. 

 
Yes: All - 10 
No: None 
Absent: Deel, Herzog, Partlan 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
2. Presentation & Report – final review and approval of the Powerpoint Presentation 

and Accompanying Text Report 
 
Resolution # CCPTF-2003-12-015 
Moved by Ogg   
Seconded by Hodges 
 
RESOLVED, that the report and presentation will not name specific 
representatives for proposed board. 
 
Yes: 9 – Bertin, Biegler, Partlan, Hodges, Krent, Maxwell, Ogg, Price, Wattles 
No: 4 - Bernardi, Deel, Herzog, Storrs 
Absent: None 

 MOTION CARRIED 

PRESENT:  
Mary Ann Bernardi (Troy Citizens United) Tom Krent (Parks and Recreation Advisory Board) 
Leonard Bertin  (Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities) Mark Maxwell (Board of Zoning Appeals) 
Jeff Biegler (Superintendent of Parks) David Ogg (Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens) 
Ann Partlan (Historic District Commission) (Arrived 7:39 PM) Carol Price (Downtown Development Authority) 
Ryan Deel (Traffic Committee) (Arrived 8:24 PM) Walter Storrs (Planning Commission) 
Catherine Herzog (Troy Youth Council) (Arrived 7:51 PM) Brian Wattles (Historical Commission) 
Michele Hodges (Troy Shareholders) (Departed 9:30 PM)  
  
ALSO PRESENT:  
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager  

City of Troy
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Resolution # CCPTF-2003-12-016 
Moved by Price   
Seconded by Partlan 
 
RESOLVED, that the report will name authors for each section. 
 
Yes: 6 – Bertin, Biegler, Hodges, Maxwell, Partlan, Price,  
No: 7 - Bernardi, Deel, Herzog, Krent,  Ogg, Storrs, Wattles 
Absent: None 

 MOTION FAILED 
 
 

Resolution # CCPTF-2003-12-017 
Moved by Herzog   
Seconded by Bertin 
 
RESOLVED, that the report will explain the methodology by which sections were 
assigned and drafted. 
 
Yes: All -13 
No: none 
Absent: None 

 MOTION PASSED 
 
 Resolution #CCPTF-2003-12-018 
 Moved by Herzog 
 Seconded by Deel 
 

RESOLVED, that the CCPTF shall meet on January 12, 2004 for the final review 
of the report. 
 
Yes: All 
No: none 
Absent: none 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Note: Since this meeting, it was determined that the 1/12/04 meeting was not 
feasible due to the inability to tape and then televise the meeting due to a conflict 
with a meeting already scheduled.  The new meeting date is 1/28/04 at 7 PM in 
the Council Board Room. 
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Resolution #CCPTF-2003-12-018 
Moved by Bernardi 
Seconded by Deel 
 
RESOLVED, that the CCPTF shall remove, from the report, references to the 
proposed convention center. 
 
Yes: 6 – Bernardi, Deel, Herzog, Ogg, Storrs, Wattles 
No: 6 – Bertin, Biegler, Krent, Maxwell, Partlan, Price 
Absent: Hodges 
MOTION FAILED  

 
ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT FOR TEXT REPORT 
The following items were discussed as assignments necessary in order to complete the 
report.  

1) Maxwell: word smith Goal #1 – Connectivity 
2) Partlan: Greenbelt piece 
3) Ogg: Summary of how the site will benefit senior citizens (to complement the 

youth piece done by Harzog and Shaw) 
4) Hodges: introduction and conclusion 
5) Wattles: historical/background 
6) Storrs: paths paragraph; tying to other paths; bridges and seating; paths along 

creeks 
7) Price: 2-3 sentences about festivals under programming section 
8) Bertin: reduce background re: Reflective Head and integrate into maze piece 
9) Deel: expand on roads – boulevard, enhancements, etc. 

 
Also, reference was made that resolution re: the “proposed civic center site” references 
is necessary as there was a tie vote. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 2 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Brian Wattles, Meeting Chair 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
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LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES - DRAFT DECEMBER 11, 2003 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Troy Library Board was held Thursday, December 11, 2003 at 
the Office of the Library Director.  Joanne Allen, Chairman, called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 P.M.   
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT: Joanne Allen 
   Brian Griffen 
   Nancy Wheeler 
   Audre Zembrzuski 
   Steve Zhang, Student Rep. 
   Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
         
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-12-001 
Moved by Zembrzuski 
Seconded by Griffen 
 
RESOLVED, That Lynne Gregory’s absence be excused 
Yes:  4—Allen, Griffen, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-12-002 
Moved by Wheeler 
Seconded by Griffen 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of November 13, 2003 be approved as amended 
Yes:  4—Allen, Griffen, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Reviewed Agenda entries 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-12-003 
Moved by Wheeler 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Agenda be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Griffen, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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REGULAR BUSINESS 
Resolution #LB-2003-12-004 
Moved by Griffen 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
 
RESOLVED, That the 2004 Board Meeting Dates be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Griffen, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
   
 
REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Director’s report.  
Approval to upholster 272 chairs and 9 stools will be requested of City Council at their 
next meeting.  The low bidder was Michigan State Industries at a cost of $30,803.50.  
We have filled the 6 vacancies at the Circulation Department and when they get trained 
we will be doing a pilot program of checking out materials from the Youth Library around 
the Story Program times to see if it reduces the congestion in the lobby. 
 
Board Member comments.   
• Griffen asked about the different color of library cards currently being used and what 

their difference was.  We will have two colors until we have updated everyone’s to the 
newer blue color. 

• Zembrzuski related an instance of a Troy resident’s account being brought up on the 
computer as a sister-in-law’s with the exact same name who resides in Frasier.  This 
is why it is important to check out items using one’s library card. The account is tied 
directly to the unique bar code on the card.  This particular patron may have simply 
given her name to bring up her account. 

• Griffen asked about the percentage of non-residents who use our library.  
Approximately 15% of registered borrowers do not reside in Troy.  Some of these 
non-residents work in Troy.  As to the number of non-residents who enter the library, 
we haven’t tracked that.  We would have to check residency of each person entering 
the library. 

• Griffen asked that Board Members be kept abreast of issues involving the library.  He 
cited the newspaper article about Bloomfield Hills resident’s use of our library being 
published prior to being notified of this.  The circumstances surrounding this issue 
were reported, and that an effort to inform them of issues prior to newspaper articles 
will be made in the future. 

• Griffen made comments on two personnel issues that he was made aware of. 
• Zembrzuski commented that her daughter’s artwork had been exhibited at the library 

and as a result she sold several of her works.  She commented on the value of such 
exhibits to both the library and the artist. 

• Wheeler asked about the issue of the display methods of the Friend’s Gift Shop.  It 
was decided to draft three ideas for the Friend’s to consider regarding the 
showcases. 

• Allen asked about the newspaper coverage of the Bloomfield Township/Bloomfield 
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Hills contract issue.  Our position in this was to remain neutral.  Our non-resident card 
procedure has been in place for many years. 

• Wheeler commented on a patron stating to her that our staff was very helpful and 
nice. 

• Wheeler suggested that shelves be put in the public bathrooms so that patrons could 
place their items while using the facilities.   

• Griffen suggested, and the Board agreed that the statistical reports and the Staff 
Changes report be given to the Board on a quarterly basis. 

 
Friends of the Library.   
There was no report.   
 
Monthly Reports (November).  Circulation for the month of November compared with 
the same time period a year ago showed an increase of 9.8%. There was a decrease 
for the month in Patron visits by 4.3%.  Program attendance was up 23.2% for the 
month.  The number of library programs offered was up 1.9% for the month.     
 
Staff Changes. 
Resignation:  Mary Newton, Substitute Librarian. 
 
Gifts.    
No gifts were received 
 
Informational Items.   
December TPL Calendar   
 
Contacts and Correspondence.    
15 written comments from the public were reviewed. 
 
Public Participation.  There was no public participation. 
 
The Library Board meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
 

 
 
                  
Joanne Allen 
Chair 
 
 
 
Brian Stoutenburg 
Recording Secretary 



DATE:         January 5, 2004      
TO:             John Szerlag, City Manager
FROM:        Mark Stimac, Director of Building & Zoning
SUBJECT:   Permits issued July through December 2003

NO. VALUATION PERMIT FEE
INDUSTRIAL
New 1 $260,000.00 $2,404.50
Fnd. New 1 $60,000.00 $1,087.50
Completion (New) 2 $570,000.00 $3,588.50
Completion Less Tenant 1 $75,000.00 $546.75
Tenant Completion 3 $90,000.00 $987.00
Add/Alter 21 $6,310,887.00 $44,010.75

Sub Total 29 $7,365,887.00 $52,625.00

COMMERCIAL
New 2 $1,586,000.00 $11,642.50
Fnd. New 1 $50,000.00 $1,240.00
Fnd./Shell New 4 $4,595,000.00 $33,824.25
Completion (New) 3 $1,729,767.00 $10,139.00
Completion Less Tenant 1 $50,000.00 $635.00
Tenant Completion 13 $2,724,764.00 $20,862.81
Add/Alter 107 $11,865,508.00 $86,599.55
Wreck 3 $20,000.00 $400.00
Kiosk 2 $1,000.00 $50.00

Sub Total 136 $22,622,039.00 $165,393.11

RESIDENTIAL
New 74 $12,243,104.00 $150,796.55
Add/Alter 186 $4,579,260.00 $47,422.50
Garage/Acc. Structure 53 $684,479.00 $8,286.50
Pool/Spa/Hot Tub 24 $235,945.00 $3,870.00
Repair 9 $194,588.00 $2,080.00
Fire Repair 3 $188,028.00 $1,445.00
Wreck 30 $0.00 $4,530.00
Fnd./Slab/Rat Wall 1 $2,400.00 $105.00
Fnd./Slab/Footing 7 $35,600.00 $690.00

Sub Total 387 $18,163,404.00 $219,225.55

TOWN HOUSE/CONDO
New 135 $14,454,827.00 $132,923.25
Add/Alter 21 $171,172.00 $2,665.00
Ent. Wall/Masonry Fence 1 $80,000.00 $600.00

Sub Total 157 $14,705,999.00 $136,188.25
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MULTIPLE
Add/Alter 12 $96,000.00 $1,560.00
Garage/Acc. Structure 3 $36,100.00 $760.00

Sub Total 15 $132,100.00 $2,320.00

INSTITUTIONAL/HOSPITAL
Add/Alter 4 $7,237,247.00 $40,942.00

Sub Total 4 $7,237,247.00 $40,942.00

MUNICIPAL
New 2 $18,000.00 $0.00
Add/Alter 5 $1,036,750.00 $0.00

Sub Total 7 $1,054,750.00 $0.00

RELIGIOUS
Add/Alter 1 $2,800,000.00 $17,322.50
Garage/Acc. Structure 1 $3,200.00 $121.00

Sub Total 2 $2,803,200.00 $17,443.50

MISCELLANEOUS
Satellite/Antennas 8 $120,520.00 $1,798.00
Signs 245 $0.00 $25,450.00
Fences 79 $0.00 $1,260.00

Sub Total 332 $120,520.00 $28,508.00

TOTAL 1069 $74,205,146.00 $662,645.41

Page 2



PERMITS ISSUED JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2003
NO. PERMIT FEE

Mul. Dwel. Insp. 428 $4,280.00
Cert. of Occupancy 359 $18,654.30
Plan Review 623 $33,552.14
Microfilm 180 $2,416.00
Building Permits 1069 $662,645.41
Electrical Permits 1135 $83,994.00
Heating Permits 1011 $49,260.00
Air Cond. Permits 334 $13,625.00
Refrigeration Permits 6 $385.00
Plumbing Permits 747 $72,497.00
Storm Sewer Permits 111 $4,628.00
Sanitary Sewer Permits 65 $2,312.00
Sewer Taps 222 $57,379.60

TOTAL 6290 $1,005,628.45

LICENSES & REGISTRATIONS ISSUED JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2003
NO. LICENSE FEE

Mech. Contr.-Reg. 269 $1,345.00
Elec. Contr.-Reg. 137 $2,055.00
Master Plmb.-Reg. 122 $122.00
Sewer Inst.-Reg. 27 $1,350.00
Sign Inst. - Reg. 31 $310.00
E. Sign Contr-Reg. 5 $75.00
Fence Inst.-Reg. 13 $130.00
Bldg. Contr.-Reg. 129 $1,290.00
F.Alarm Contr.-Reg. 12 $180.00

TOTAL 745 $6,857.00
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DATE:        January 5, 2004  
TO:            John Szerlag, City Manager
FROM:       Mark Stimac, Director of Building & Zoning
SUBJECT:  Permits issued during the Month of December 2003

NO. VALUATION PERMIT FEE
INDUSTRIAL
Completion (New) 1 $140,000.00 $979.50
Add/Alter 2 $61,000.00 $612.25

Sub Total 3 $201,000.00 $1,591.75

COMMERCIAL
Fnd. New 1 $50,000.00 $1,240.00
Fnd./Shell New 3 $4,355,000.00 $30,887.75
Add/Alter 24 $3,080,959.00 $21,484.75
Wreck 1 $0.00 $200.00

Sub Total 29 $7,485,959.00 $53,812.50

RESIDENTIAL
New 8 $1,363,186.00 $14,750.00
Add/Alter 14 $151,100.00 $2,350.00
Pool/Spa/Hot Tub 1 $1,500.00 $40.00
Repair 1 $60,000.00 $460.00
Fire Repair 1 $99,033.00 $680.00
Wreck 2 $0.00 $300.00
Fnd./Slab/Footing 1 $20,000.00 $260.00

Sub Total 28 $1,694,819.00 $18,840.00

TOWN HOUSE/CONDO
New 50 $5,859,460.00 $54,353.50
Add/Alter 5 $58,650.00 $880.00

Sub Total 55 $5,918,110.00 $55,233.50

MULTIPLE
Garage/Acc. Structure 3 $36,100.00 $760.00

Sub Total 3 $36,100.00 $760.00

MUNICIPAL
New 2 $18,000.00 $0.00

Sub Total 2 $18,000.00 $0.00
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RELIGIOUS
Add/Alter 1 $2,800,000.00 $17,322.50

Sub Total 1 $2,800,000.00 $17,322.50

MISCELLANEOUS
Signs 56 $0.00 $6,185.00
Fences 5 $0.00 $85.00

Sub Total 61 $0.00 $6,270.00

TOTAL 182 $18,153,988.00 $153,830.25

PERMITS ISSUED DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2003
NO. PERMIT FEE

Mul. Dwel. Insp. 122 $1,220.00
Cert. of Occupancy 87 $4,895.25
Plan Review 116 $7,815.00
Microfilm 35 $453.00
Building Permits 182 $153,830.25
Electrical Permits 209 $13,982.00
Heating Permits 205 $9,475.00
Air Cond. Permits 62 $2,105.00
Plumbing Permits 141 $13,538.00
Storm Sewer Permits 17 $464.00
Sanitary Sewer Permits 13 $386.00
Sewer Taps 54 $15,582.00

TOTAL 1243 $223,745.50

LICENSES & REGISTRATIONS ISSUED DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2003
NO. LICENSE FEE

Mech. Contr.-Reg. 40 $200.00
Elec. Contr.-Reg. 10 $150.00
Master Plmb.-Reg. 13 $13.00
Sewer Inst.-Reg. 5 $250.00
Sign Inst. - Reg. 5 $50.00
Bldg. Contr.-Reg. 10 $100.00
F.Alarm Contr.-Reg. 1 $15.00

TOTAL 84 $778.00
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DATE:        January 5, 2004     

TO:             John Szerlag, City Manager
FROM:        Mark Stimac, Director of Building & Zoning
SUBJECT:   Permits issued during the Year 2003

NO. VALUATION PERMIT FEE
INDUSTRIAL
New 1 $260,000.00 $2,404.50
Fnd. New 1 $60,000.00 $1,087.50
Fnd./Shell New 2 $1,340,000.00 $22,220.00
Completion (New) 2 $570,000.00 $3,588.50
Completion Less Tenant 1 $75,000.00 $546.75
Tenant Completion 6 $230,000.00 $2,521.50
Add/Alter 49 $9,492,525.00 $69,752.35
Temp. Office Trailer 1 $0.00 $76.00
Wreck 1 $0.00 $140.00
Repair 1 $3,500.00 $120.00

Sub Total 65 $12,031,025.00 $102,457.10

COMMERCIAL
New 2 $1,586,000.00 $11,642.50
Fnd. New 1 $50,000.00 $1,240.00
Fnd./Shell New 7 $6,405,610.00 $56,555.80
New Less Tenent 2 $20,000.00 $453.50
Completion (New) 5 $4,175,767.00 $24,267.30
Completion Less Tenant 2 $697,500.00 $4,433.90
Tenant Completion 18 $4,595,844.00 $33,272.31
Add/Alter 235 $23,294,120.00 $171,659.47
Wreck 6 $20,000.00 $925.00
Parking Lot 1 $3,500.00 $121.00
Kiosk 2 $1,000.00 $50.00

Sub Total 281 $40,849,341.00 $304,620.78

RESIDENTIAL
New 166 $27,152,485.00 $343,101.90
Add/Alter 384 $9,768,447.00 $100,109.00
Garage/Acc. Structure 86 $990,473.00 $12,876.50
Pool/Spa/Hot Tub 60 $625,560.00 $9,490.00
Repair 19 $325,016.00 $4,090.00
Fire Repair 15 $1,001,695.00 $7,417.00
Wreck 48 $0.00 $6,900.00
Fnd./Slab/Rat Wall 3 $3,500.00 $155.00
Fnd./Slab/Footing 8 $41,600.00 $840.00

Sub Total 789 $39,908,776.00 $484,979.40
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TOWN HOUSE/CONDO
New 178 $19,018,043.00 $173,679.25
Add/Alter 35 $239,744.00 $3,980.00
Garage/Acc. Structure 1 $12,960.00 $255.00
Ent. Wall/Masonry Fence 1 $80,000.00 $600.00
Temporary Sales Trailer 1 $3,000.00 $105.00

Sub Total 216 $19,353,747.00 $178,619.25

MULTIPLE
Add/Alter 27 $1,182,703.00 $8,693.50
Garage/Acc. Structure 3 $36,100.00 $760.00
Repair 1 $81,000.00 $565.00
Sub Total 31 $1,299,803.00 $10,018.50

SCHOOL
New 2 $715,000.00 $4,881.65

Sub Total 2 $715,000.00 $4,881.65

INSTITUTIONAL/HOSPITAL
Add/Alter 7 $7,478,747.00 $42,754.75

Sub Total 7 $7,478,747.00 $42,754.75

MUNICIPAL
New 5 $1,068,000.00 $0.00
Add/Alter 5 $1,036,750.00 $0.00

Sub Total 10 $2,104,750.00 $0.00

RELIGIOUS
New 1 $9,100,000.00 $57,818.50
Add/Alter 3 $2,878,086.00 $18,041.50
Garage/Acc. Structure 1 $3,200.00 $121.00

Sub Total 5 $11,981,286.00 $75,981.00

MISCELLANEOUS
Satellite/Antennas 10 $163,040.00 $2,375.00
Signs 414 $0.00 $43,205.00
Fences 154 $0.00 $2,011.00

Sub Total 578 $163,040.00 $47,591.00

TOTAL 1984 $135,885,515.00 $1,251,903.43
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PERMITS ISSUED DURING 2003
NO. PERMIT FEE

Mul. Dwel. Insp. 738 $7,380.00
Cert. of Occupancy 644 $33,002.30
Plan Review 1179 $56,313.51
Microfilm 372 $4,787.00
Building Permits 1984 $1,251,903.43
Electrical Permits 2047 $146,495.00
Heating Permits 1945 $93,375.00
Air Cond. Permits 636 $26,575.00
Refrigeration Permits 6 $385.00
Plumbing Permits 1351 $116,605.00
Storm Sewer Permits 198 $8,602.00
Sanitary Sewer Permits 107 $3,924.00
Sewer Taps 382 $109,051.00

TOTAL 11589 $1,858,398.24

LICENSES & REGISTRATIONS ISSUED DURING 2003
NO. LICENSE FEE

Mech. Contr.-Reg. 403 $2,015.00
Elec. Contr.-Reg. 382 $5,730.00
Master Plmb.-Reg. 251 $251.00
Sewer Inst.-Reg. 61 $3,050.00
Sign Inst. - Reg. 70 $700.00
E. Sign Contr-Reg. 24 $360.00
Fence Inst.-Reg. 24 $240.00
Bldg. Contr.-Reg. 256 $2,407.00
F.Alarm Contr.-Reg. 35 $525.00

TOTAL 1506 $15,278.00
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DATE:   January 6, 2004 

  
 

 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Announcement of Public Hearing 

Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal 
   1839 E. Wattles Road 
 

 
 

 
On June 18, 2001, Council approved an appeal of the commercial vehicle ordinance 
requirements submitted by Mr. Jim Laplante related to the Ford dump truck located on 
the residential property at 1839 E. Wattles.  That approval was granted for a period of 
two years.  That approval expired in June of 2003.  Unfortunately, the Building 
Department did not send the expiration reminder until last month.  In response to our 
reminder, Mr. Laplante did file an application for a new appeal.  In his application 
information he not only identified a Ford dump truck, originally approved for outside 
storage on the property, he also indicates that another Ford stake truck and three 
trailers associated with his business are to be stored outside.  Pictures of the vehicles 
and equipment, provided by the petitioner are enclosed for your reference. 
 
The appeal requests that a public hearing date be held in accordance with the 
ordinance.  A public hearing has been scheduled for your meeting of January 26, 2004. 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, kindly advise. 
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December 22, 2003 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
  John Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration 
  Gary Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 

Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Community Center Recreation Pass Fees 
 
Community Center Pass Fees 
The Parks and Recreation department has been charged with operating the recreation division with a 
fixed subsidy. Subsequent to this decision, staff requested direction from council on how to achieve this 
goal. As such, the City Council approved the distributive method in setting fees with fees set by the City 
Manager.  
 
Absent a reconsideration by City Council and following the distributive method approach, the Community 
Center recreation pass fees will be increased approximately 10% for on-going and monthly passes.  
Daily pass fees remain the same.  In response to comments from the public and to stimulate pass sales, 
staff will establish a corporate recreation pass for Troy businesses, a daily visit punch card for resident 
children and adults, and a daily visit rate for groups of 20 or more. 
 
The Community Center fees will be effective February 2, 2004 for new pass holders and March 1, 2004 
for current pass holders. Please know that staff will review these fees with the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board on January 8, 2004. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council approved Community Center pass fees on November 5, 2001 with no increases to date.  Based 
on a survey (see attachment) of other Community Centers and private fitness facilities in the Detroit area, 
the Troy Community Center has the lowest rates in the market.  In order to assure that the budgeted 
pass fee revenue is met for the 2003-04 year, a 10% increase in fees for on-going and single month pass 
holders is essential.   Combined with the other sources of revenue, this increase will allow the 
Community Center operating costs to be met.  Operating expenses have risen 22% from 2002-03 due 
primarily to the completion of Phase 2 of the project.  The increase in monthly fees will affect the passes 
listed below: 
 

Pass Type Current Fee Proposed Fee 
Recreation Pass - Resident, 1st member $15.00 $16.50 
Recreation Pass – Resident, Additional member $7.50 $8.25 
Recreation Pass – Resident, Family of 4  $37.50 $41.25 
Recreation Pass – Non-resident Employee, 1st 
member 

$18.33 $20.50 

Recreation Pass – Non-resident Employee, 
Additional member 

$9.17 $10.25 

Recreation Pass – Resident, Matinee $11.67 $12.50 
Recreation Pass – Non-resident Employee, Matinee $13.33 $15.00 
Single Month Pass – Resident $30.00 $33.00 
Single Month Pass – Non-resident Employee $40.00 $44.00 
 
Discounts for seniors (10%), disabled (10%) and low income (10% - 50%) will still apply to residents 
purchasing the passes listed above.  The daily visit rates to use the Community Center will not be 
increased at this time as they are appropriately priced in the local market. 
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The “new” corporate recreation pass will be available to any Troy based corporation.  A minimum of 10 
recreation passes must be purchased at the non-resident employee rate ($20.50) and can be used 
interchangeably by employees, their families and clients of the corporation. 
 
The “new” daily visit punch card will valid for ten visits by the resident pass holder.  The punch card is 
priced at $40 for children and $60 for adults. This amount is $2 less than the regular single visit rate. 
 
The “new” group rate will allow groups of 20 or more who have a resident sponsor to purchase a daily 
visit pass at $5 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Kraig Schmottlach, Community Center Facility Manager 
 



Corporate Recreation Pass Information 
Troy Community Center 

 
Eligibility:  Any business or non-profit association located within the City of Troy can qualify for the 
corporate recreation pass program.  Eligible entities must submit a letter signed by the president, CEO 
or human resource manager on company letterhead. 
 
Price 

1. A minimum of 10 recreation passes must be purchased and remain active. 
2. The corporation will be charged the non-resident employee fee of $20.50 per month or $246 

per 12 month period for each recreation pass. 
3. Passes can be paid for on a monthly basis via an EFT service or as a lump sum for the first 12 

months. 
4. Corporations are responsible for any price increases to the Recreation Pass during their 

enrollment in this program. 
5. There are no refunds on passes paid via the lump sum method.  A Pass Cancellation form must 

be completed 30 days in advance to cancel a pass and remove it from the EFT service. 
 

Corporate Recreation Pass Features 
• The Recreation Pass allows unlimited use of the recreation areas (pool, gymnasium, fitness 

rooms and locker rooms) during “open use” times (posted quarterly). 
• The Recreation Pass is transferable and may be used by any employee, volunteer, family 

member or client of the designated corporation. 
• Discount pricing for child care service is available upon presentation of a Recreation Pass. 

 
Enrollment and Facility Use Procedures 

1. Complete the Corporate Pass Application and include letter on company letterhead (signed by 
president, CEO or human resource manager) indicating desire to participate in the Corporate 
Pass Program. 

2. Make appropriate payment.   Recreation passes will begin on the 1st of the following month. 
3. A minimum of 10 recreation passes will be issued to the corporation.  The company logo may 

appear on the recreation card if submitted on a disk in j-peg format. 
4. Upon visiting the Community Center, each corporate pass holder must display the recreation 

card and sign a waiver at the Control Desk.    
5. Corporate pass holders may sponsor a guest for the daily guest pass rate.  Children under 3 are 

free. 
6. There is a $6 fee to replace a lost recreation card. 
7. Children under 10 years of age must be accompanied and supervised by a pass holder 16 years 

or older. 
8. Children under 13 years of age are not permitted in the fitness room (Children 13 years of age 

must take a mandatory fitness room orientation class). 
9. Refer to the Recreation Policies for a complete listing of rules and regulations. 



Detroit Area Fitness Survey 
 

Community Centers Resident Fee Non Resident Notes 
Troy Community 
Center 

$15/mo $18.33 mo 
(Must work in Troy) 

Half price for additional 
family members 

Canton $200/yr $400/yr  
Dearborn $324/yr or $27/mo Not Available  
Livonia $195/yr $390/yr  
Warren $230/yr $400/yr  

Private Fitness 
Centers  

   

Fitness Unlimited $29/mo   
Jewish Comm Center $32/mo   
Powerhouse $33.25/mo   
YMCA $52/mo  Free fitness classes 
Bally’s $54/mo  Free fitness classes 
Lifetime Fitness $60/mo  Free fitness classes and 

child care 
Fitness USA $62/mo  Free personal training 
Sports Club $67.50/mo  Free fitness classes 
 



 
January 8, 2004 
 
 
To:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
From:  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 

Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
  Kraig Schmottlach, Community Center Manager 
 
Subject: Agenda Item - Additional Information: Community Center Recreation Pass 

Fee Payment Options  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
As we discussed, the recreation fee proposal will include a 12-month lock-in rate for 
pass holders who purchase an on-going membership. This lock-in rate will guarantee 
the user that the fee paid will not increase within one year of purchase of a pass.  Pass 
holders can pay the on-going monthly fee by Electronic Fund Transfer service from a 
checking or savings account, or from a Visa or Master Card.  Pass holders who are not 
able to enroll in the EFT service may make a non-refundable lump sum payment based 
on a twelve-month membership.   
 
BACKGROUND 
It is more costly to process lump sum payments and renew these pass holders at the 
end of the twelve-month period but it is an added payment option that will attract new 
members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Kraig Schmottlach, Community Center Facility Manager 
 
 
 



 
 
   



 
 
 
January 6, 2004 
 
 
 
To:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
From:  John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration 
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Supplemental Information - Recreation Pass Fees 
 
 
Attached please find supplemental information regarding the recreation pass fees.   
 
The document, Recreation Pass Fee Plans, provides information on projected revenues 
and expenditures of the Community Center. The proposed fees, pass sale projections 
and other revenues (rent, recreation programs, etc.) are included.   
 
The document, Recreation Pass Fee Types, provides information requested by Mr. 
Howrylak.   
 
In setting the fees for the recreation passes, staff used the distributive method.  It is 
intended that the revenues (including the defined subsidy) generated cover 
expenditures. 
 
I would be happy to answer any additional questions.   



Recreation Pass Fee Plans  
Troy Community Center 

 
Overview 
The proposed pass fee plan was based on current membership numbers from September 24, 2002 to 
September 24, 2003. Current members with expiring annual passes are renewing at a 40% rate. New 
member pass sales, however, are steady and have helped make up for much of these non-renewals.  In 
order to meet estimated pass fee revenue for 2003-04, an increase in the pass fee plan prices is 
essential.  Although the overall Community Center operating expense budget has risen 22% from 2002-
03 (primarily due to the completion of Phase 2), we have outlined a plan that has a 10% increase in 
price for on-going and single month recreation plans.  We did not increase the rate for daily passes in 
any of the plans as we feel that they are appropriately priced.  
 
Goals  

1. Generate enough revenue to meet projected pass fee sales ($889,500) and cover the operating 
costs of the Community Center when all sources of revenue are included. 

2. Optional - Add fitness classes and discounts on selected services to the recreation pass.  This 
will enhance the value of the recreation pass, give people more fitness options (thus reducing the 
congestion in the fitness room), and entice program participants to purchase a recreation pass. 
These services generate approximately $160,000 when sold separately so we would need to 
surpass our budgeted revenue for pass fees by this amount.  In a survey of current members, 
31% would like to have fitness classes and other services added to the membership fee.  At 
this time, we do not have enough member support to add these services to the 
Recreation Pass. 

 
Program to Add Specific Classes or Services Annual Revenue 
Fitness Classes Flex Into Fitness, Tai Chi, Dance It $112,000 
Baby Sitting Pass holders would get 50% off $3 hourly rate $35,000 
Senior Fitness Except for yoga, aqua aerobics, and pilates $9,650 
Kids Night Out Pass holders would get 50% off each child 

registered 
$4,000 

Totals   $160,650 
*Instructor’s teaching these classes are paid hourly and not affected by class size. 
*Classes would be first come first serve.   
*Patron’s could still enroll in classes without purchasing a community center membership 
 
Supporting Information 

• During the first year of operation, annual pass holders used the recreation areas an average of 
29 times during the year.  Based on the current fee structure, this amount is approximately 
$4.65 per use. 

• Pass holders who did not renew have cited a lack of time to use the facility as their main reason.  
• In a national survey conducted through the NRPA web site, we asked what was the number 

one reason patrons did not renew their memberships.  The most frequent response from facility 
managers was that they did not use the facility enough.  We also asked the impact on 
membership levels following a fee increase.  Although the majority of facilities may have lost a 
few members, the price increase resulted in more revenue despite a slight drop in membership.  

• In a survey of local fitness facilities in the Detroit area, the Troy Community Center had the 
lowest rates compared to other Community Centers and private facilities (i.e. Life Time 
Fitness). 



 
Detroit Area Fitness Survey - Current Fee Structure - Reinstate Annual Fee 
Community Centers Resident Fee Non Resident Notes 

Troy Comm Center $180/yr or $15/mo $220/yr or $18.33 mo 
(Must work in Troy) 

Half price for additional 
family members 

Canton $200/yr $400/yr  
Dearborn $324/yr or $27/mo Not Available  
Livonia $195/yr $390/yr  
Warren $230/yr $400/yr  

Private Fitness 
Centers  

   

Fitness Unlimited $29/mo   
Jewish Comm Center $32/mo   
Powerhouse $33.25/mo   
YMCA $52/mo  Free fitness classes 
Bally’s $54/mo  Free fitness classes 
Lifetime Fitness $60/mo  Free fitness classes and 

child care 
Fitness USA $62/mo  Free personal training 
Sports Club $67.50/mo  Free fitness classes 
  
 
“PROPOSED” Plan:  Increase all on-going and monthly recreation pass fees by 
approximately 10%.  Daily pass fees would stay the same.  Establish a corporate pass, daily 
pass punch card (based on 10 visits) and group rate.  Pass fees can be paid through an EFT 
service affiliated with a credit card or checking/savings account or by lump sum payment.  
Pass holders will lock in the payment for 12 months.   
 
New Pass Types 

A. Corporate Pass – A Troy based corporation can buy a minimum of 10 transferable Recreation 
Passes for its employees.  The corporation will be issued a non-pictured Recreation Card that 
can be used by any employee, family member or guest with the company.  The price of each 
pass will be the same as the non-resident employee rate (the additional family member discount 
will not be applied).  See attached for more details. 

 
B. Daily Pass Punch Card – The punch card would allow 10 daily admissions and be sold to 

individual Troy residents (Children - $40, Adult - $60).  This amount allows a patron to 
purchase a daily pass for $2 less than the regular single visit rate.  A Recreation Pass booklet 
already exists for non-resident employees and guests ($90). 

 
C. Group Rate – Groups of 20 or more would be able to get a day pass for $5 per person if the 

sponsor is a resident. 
 
Pass Payment Issues 

• Establish an EFT payment with credit cards and encourage all pass holders to pay for their on-
going pass with EFT service (either through checking account or credit card).  If a patron did 
not want to establish an EFT service, they would be required to make a deposit equivalent to 



one 12-month payment at the current rate (This lump sum option to be determined by 
management).  One month prior to their deposit reaching zero, they would be required to make 
a similar deposit on their account. 

• Support for an exclusive EFT Service:  There are currently 325 pass holders with an on-going 
account who owe approximately $30,000 of past due fees.  They pay in person at the 
Community Center at the start of the month.  When they do not pay on time, there is a very time 
consuming process to collect their fees.  This process includes:  1) Suspend their pass at the 
start of the month, 2) Reinstate their pass if they pay late, 3) Send them an invoice if they are 
two months past due, 4) Send them a final invoice if they are three months past due, 5) Revoke 
their account after three months.  When their pass is revoked, the balance due is still listed on 
their account but it is unlikely we will collect this amount. 

• An average of 6 EFT transactions per month are returned due to NSF’s. 
• Current pass holders who are not paying through EFT would need to convert to this service or 

pay for the next 12 months at the current rate up front. 
 
 



PLAN - Increase pass fees (except daily rates) by approximately 10%

Current Pass Sales (9/24/02 to 9/24/03)     Current Fees   Fees with 10% Increase
Recreation Pass Proj Sales Proj Renewals Current Total Annual Monthly Annual Monthly Revenue
Resident 475 377 1470 2322 $180 $15.00 $198 16.50 $459,756
Resident FM 480 387 1426 2293 $90 $7.50 $99 8.25 $227,007
5th FM (Comp) 33 44 121 198 $0 $0.00 $0 0.00 $0
Family Plan 0 0 $450 $37.50 $495 41.25 $0
Employee 71 92 294 457 $220 $18.33 $246 20.50 $112,422
Employee FM 18 29 72 119 $110 $9.17 $123 10.25 $14,637
Corporate Pass 50 0 50 $220 $18.33 $246 20.50 $12,300
Matinee-Resident 13 12 59 84 $140 $11.67 $150 12.50 $12,600
Matinee-Employee 4 5 18 27 $160 $13.33 $180 15.00 $4,860
Senior 43 38 192 273 $162 $13.50 $180 15.00 $49,140
Senior FM 15 16 69 100 $81 $6.75 $90 7.50 $9,000
Low Income 6 14 25 45 $162 $13.50 $180 15.00 $8,100
Low Income FM 6 8 24 38 $81 $6.75 $90 7.50 $3,420
Disabled 7 2 26 35 $162 $13.50 $180 15.00 $6,300
Disabled FM 2 1 14 17 $81 $6.75 $90 7.50 $1,530
TOTAL 1223 1025 3810 6058 $921,072

MONTHLY Past Sales Current    10% Increase
Resident 1433 1433 $30 33.00 $47,289
Employee 205 205 $40 44.00 $9,020
Senior 48 48 $27 30.00 $1,440
Low Income 0 $27 30.00 $0
Disabled 18 18 $27 30.00 $540
TOTAL 1704 1704 $58,289

DAILY Past Sales Current Remain the Same
Resident (Child) 2119 2119 $6 6.00 $12,714
Resident (Adult) 1808 1808 $8 8.00 $14,464
Employee 157 157 $10 10.00 $1,570
Guest 159 159 $12 12.00 $1,908
Guest Booklets 45 45 $90 90.00 $4,050
Recreation Card
TOTAL 4288 4288 $34,706
Overall Pass Fee Revenue Under Plan #2 (Projected pass fee revenue for 2003-04: 889,500) $1,014,067
Other Projected CC Revenue (Swim Lessons-$101,080; Fitness-$137,000; Programs-$32,000; Rent-$70,000*) $340,080
New Projected Revenue with Pass Fee Increase $1,354,147
Subsidy $1,000,000
Gross Revenue $2,354,147
Budgeted Operating Costs for the Community Center (Recreation Areas Only - $1,117,490) $2,284,580
Surplus $69,567

Comments:
*Projected rent revenue amount is adjusted down from $125,000 due to no tennant for Wellness Center



Recreation Pass Types 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 Current Price Proposed Price
Resident 1173 1837 1880 $15.00 $16.50
Resident Family Member 1442 1824 1801 $7.50 $8.25
Complimentary Family Member 116 214 174 $0.00 $0.00
Employee 86 405 440 $18.33 $20.50
Employee Family Member 31 127 145 $9.17 $10.25
Corporate Pass NEW $20.50
Matinee-Resident 102 70 66 $11.67 $12.50
Matinee-Employee 8 27 20 $13.33 $15.00
Senior 260 177 211 $13.50 $15.00
Senior Family Member 100 69 74 $6.75 $7.50
Low Income 44 51 25 $13.50 $15.00
Low Income Family Member 35 29 27 $6.75 $7.50
Disabled 18 15 42 $13.50 $15.00
Disabled Family Member 8 12 11 $6.75 $7.50
TOTAL 3423 4857 4916
Annual Fee - If paying lump sum amount, fees are equal to the monthly rate x 12. (i.e. Resident - $198/year)

MONTHLY 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 Current Price Proposed Price
Resident 416 1410 403 $30.00 $33.00
Employee 21 208 22 $40.00 $44.00
Senior 4 41 11 $27.00 $30.00
Low Income 0 0 0 $27.00 $30.00
Disabled 1 18 0 $27.00 $30.00
TOTAL 442 1677 436

DAILY 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 Current Price Proposed Price
Resident (Child) 145 2149 702 $6.00 $6.00
Resident (Adult) 114 1959 657 $8.00 $8.00
Employee 7 178 51 $10.00 $10.00
Guest 10 161 41 $12.00 $12.00
Group Rate (20+) NEW $5.00
Guest Booklets 23 49 25 $90.00 $90.00
Punch Card (Child) NEW $40.00
Punch Card (Adult) NEW $60.00
TOTAL 299 4496 1476

Overall CC Expenses $1,110,250.96 $1,881,340.81 $869,197.03
Overall CC Revenues $447,031.04 $856,684.95 $495,647.00

Recreation Pass Date Range
2001/02 - March 25, 2002 to June 30, 2002
2002/03 - July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003
2003/04 - July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003

Recreation Pass Discounts
Senior - 10%
Disabled - 10%
Low Income - 10%, 25%, 50%
TFAC Member - 20% (This discount has been discontinued for 2003/2004)



 
 
 
 
January 9, 2004 
 
 
 
To:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
From:  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Agenda Item - Park Board Action - Endorsement of Recreation Fees 
 
 
At the January 8, 2004, meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, the 
following action was taken: 
 
A motion by Tom Krent, supported by Doug Bordas, that the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board endorses managements action in setting the recreation fee at the new 
rate.   
 
  Ayes:  All  Nays:  None 
  MOTION CARRIED 
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TO: MEMBERS OF TROY CITY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS OF TROY PLANNING COMMISSION  

FROM: LORI GRIGG BLUHM, CITY ATTORNEY 
ALLAN T. MOTZNY, ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 

DATE: January 9, 2004 

  
  

SUBJECT: JOINT COMMITTEE  
 

 
 

At a joint meeting of the Troy City Council and the Troy Planning Commission held October 28, 
2003, there was discussion about creating a joint committee, comprised of members of City Council, 
the Planning Commission and City staff.  As noted in a memo from City Manager, John Szerlag, 
dated January 6, 2004, the stated purpose of the proposed joint committee is to set priorities and 
make recommendations to work on projects beneficial to the community.  Our office has been 
requested to prepare an opinion concerning the legality of such a joint committee. 
 
Section 4.7(e) of the City of Troy Charter provides: “There shall be no standing committees of the 
Council.”  The Charter does not define the term “standing committee”.   When a term used in a City 
Charter is not defined, its meaning is construed as the commonly accepted meaning as long as 
such construction does not produce absurdity, hardship, injustice, or prejudice to the drafters and 
ratifiers of the charter.  City of Detroit v Walker, 445 Mich 682, 691; 520 NW2d 135 (1994).  As used 
in the legislative context, a “standing committee” generally refers to a permanent body established 
by the legislative body to conduct activities on a permanent basis.  Some state statutes define 
“standing committee” in a similar fashion. 1  Utilizing this common meaning of the term “standing 
committee”, it is our opinion Section 4.7(e) of the Troy City Charter prohibits any City Council 
member from serving on any permanent committee of the City.  Since the stated purpose of the joint 
committee implies that it will be a permanent committee, as opposed to an ad hoc committee 
formulated for a single purpose, it is our opinion a member of the Troy City Council may not serve on 
the joint committee absent an amendment to the Troy City Charter.   
 
As to whether a joint committee consisting of members of the Planning Commission and City staff 
may be formulated, our research has found no direct authority on the issue.  The Municipal Planning 
Act, MCL 125.31, et seq., does not address the subject.  However, Section 4 of the Act, MCL 
125.34, gives broad authority to the Planning Commission to adopt its own rules for the transaction 
of business.  Based on this grant of authority, and the lack of any statutory provision prohibiting the 
establishment of a committee, the Planning Commission can form sub-committees, as long as the 
committee has less than a quorum of Planning Commission members.  City staff members are also 
able to serve as ex-officio members of the sub-committee.   Troy’s Ordinance, Chapter 4, Section 
1.134 (4) provides that “all members of the administrative staff and employees… appointed to 
membership on an advisory committee…shall serve as ex-officio members only, and shall not vote 
on any matter considered by that committee… unless otherwise provided for by statute or City 
Charter.”     
 

                                                 
1 eg. Section 1(a) of the Local Historic Districts Act.  MCL 399.201(a) 
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However, it is our recommendation that the joint- committee comply with the Open Meetings Act 2, 
which can also apply to sub-committees. The application of the Open Meetings Act to sub-
committees is factually dependent, and the major factor is whether the public body will have the 
chance to fully deliberate an item submitted by the sub-committee.  If the public body’s vote on an 
issue is merely a perfunctory action to approve the sub-committee’s recommendation, then the 
meeting where the substantive discussion and deliberation occurs should be open to the public. 
Similarly, if the sub-committee has the power to decide which items will be referred to a public body 
for action, the sub-committee meetings should be subject to the provisions of the Open Meetings 
Act. 3  The importance of complying with the Open Meetings Act was recently discussed by the 
Michigan Court of Appeals in Morrison v City of East Lansing, 255 Mich App 505; 660 NW2d 395 
(2002).  In that case, the court held a special committee appointed by a city council to make 
recommendations concerning the development of a community center constituted a “governmental 
body”, and was thus subject to the Open Meetings Act.   Since recent Attorney General Opinions 
and court decisions reveal it is a fine line that distinguishes an advisory committee, which is not 
subject to the Open Meetings Act, and a governmental body that is subject to the Act, we 
recommend all meetings of the proposed joint committee be public in accordance with the Open 
Meetings Act. 
 
Although we do not recommend City Council members be members of the joint committee, there 
are some methods that may be employed to insure effective communication between City Council 
and the Planning Commission.  For instance, the Planning Commission may appoint a liaison to 
attend City Council meetings to address any questions raised by Council members.  In addition to 
the significant time commitment that this would entail, there is also a possibility that the report of the 
liaison could deviate from the official written resolutions of the board.  Since Boards and Committees 
speak only through their formal resolutions, this option could also be problematic.        
 
Although minutes of boards and committees can sometimes be sketchy, and not contain arguments 
raised during deliberations, one alternative to subjecting both City Council and the Planning 
Commission to the meetings of each other is to provide more detailed resolutions and written 
records.  Our office reviewed a recent resolution that referred a zoning ordinance to the Planning 
Commission for further review.  Unfortunately, the resolution merely referred the item to the Planning 
Commission, without providing more explicit direction or itemizing concerns.  Although the Planning 
Commission was aware in this particular case of some of the concerns of Council, any person 
reviewing the written record at a subsequent date will not have an itemization of these concerns.  A 
strong written record, detailing concerns and actions, is essential in the event of litigation.   The 
reverse is also true.  Reducing the Planning Commission concerns and deliberations in a written and 
concise manner will improve the communication between these two public bodies, and will serve the 
City. In addition, if the joint Planning Commission-Administration committee option is pursued, the 
additional written materials summarizing these meetings will also enhance communication.  One 
other recommendation concerns the televising of the meetings.  In the past, the policy has been to 
pass the resolutions as printed, rather than reading the resolutions verbatim at the meeting.  

                                                 
2 Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.261 et. seq.  
3 OAG 1998, No. 7000 (December 1, No. 7000)  In that case, the Attorney General determined a standing 

committee of a county board of commissioners composed of less than a quorum of the full board was subject to the Open 
Meetings Act when the committee was effectively authorized to determine whether items of county business will or will not 
be referred for action by the full board.   



Unfortunately, the resolution is not always available to the viewing public, including members of 
either City Council or the Planning Commission who choose to watch the meetings on cable.  
Although cumbersome, the recitation of the resolution, prior to a vote on the matter, may also 
improve communication between these two public bodies, and also the public.         
 
If we can provide further assistance, please let us know.  
   
 
CC:   John Szerlag 
 Gary Shripka 
 Mark Miller 
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